

Mubarak dissolves upper house 

CAIRO (K) — President fidsni Matank d iss olved Egypt's upper home, 
the Consultative Store C oun cil, Saturday ad called for d wrtnnt la June 
under * new systera shned *1 making tt more democratic. The amn e fl , ewe 
third of whose memb ers or ap poi nte d by the p w i a a t , ho* no 
Irgjrtntlvr powers hut state g ov ernment flnanefad Wb and rec o mmend s 
new regulation! to the Peoples Assembly (parflament). The elections wfl! be 
held «prfer m m u M rlrrtn ra l ralff rfriTjpifrt fn r nn n frr rhaBmcn ftr fhr 
validity of the law under vfcfch the amci was elected nine yean ago. 
Podded parties and Independents wB he allowed to stand far dectiou to a 
new 258-seal co<»rf], expanded from 210 members, and wffl whi a seat by 
simple majority vote. Under the old system, Egyptians voted for party Bsty 
•ad a party had to pod at least eight per ecu of the total popular vole to 
gala representation. The nmnber of seats a party won was determined by 
the proportion of its votes in each constituency. Apart from MryulfBb , 
the (factions are But? to be co utpitrd fay six poopiiip — die rating 
National Democratic Party, die entire-right New Wafd Party, the leftist 
Unionist Progresrive Party, the liberal Sodadst Party, the Islamic Umma 
Party and an affiance of the SodaBst Labour Party and the Muring 
Brotherhood. - 



Khashoggi seeks release 

BERN (AF) — Lawyers for Imprisoned Saudi arms dealer and Bumder 
Adnan Khashoggi wffl ad Switzerland's tngbest court next week to order 
Us release, one of the attorneys said Saturday. Khashoggi, through his 
lawyer*, has denied U.S. charges against him. In a statement distributed to 
Swiss media Friday, the a tt or neys vowed tit fight Us extradition to the 
United States “with all means at their disposal.” Swiss counsel Ralph 
Zloczower said Saturday that he and Khashnggi’a American lawyers would 
submit a protest against their cheat’s imprisonment and a request for 
Himwdfate release from custody to the federal tribunal, Switzerland's 
supreme court, within the legal 10-day limit expiring at die end of next 
week. However, Swiss officials have said a release is nnfikdy to be granted 
before authorities receive and consider a formal U.S. extradition demand. 
VS. officials have said a request wfD be Bed within Switzerland's 60-day 
deadline after KhashoggTs arrest, but they but have not indicated when. 
Swiss police arrested and jaded Khashoggi U Bern last Tuesday on U.S. 
charges forwarded by the local embassy. A New York Court has in (tided 
him on racketeering and other charges for allegedly helping former 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos and Us wife lmdda hide at least 
$103 nriffion in art and property plundered from the Phffippfnes. 
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King voices peace 
hope, says Israel 
must shift stand 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein has said he was more hopeful than 
ever about prospects for a settlement in the 
Middle East, but Israel must be prepared to 
further the peace process if ft is to succeed. 


“There is a confluence of 
events that the world has seen in 
the recent past There is a mood. 
There is a sense of direction. 
There is a determination to re- 
solve problems.” the King said in 
a televised interview. 

The King, on the final leg of a 
U.S. visit which included talks 
with President George Bush, said 
be believed the new U.S. leader 
bad keen insights into the Middle 
East situation. 

“I believe he does see it very 
dearly," he said. “He’s a man I 
respect and admire, an old 
friend.” 

In answer to a question on the 
Palestinian election plan put for- 
ward as a new Middle East initia- 
tive by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, the King said: 

“I don't believe that elections 
per se are a solution to the 
problem. Elections under whose 
auspiecesT" 

The proposals call for the elec- 
tion of Palestinian representa- 


tives who would go on to conduct 
talks with Israel in what has been 
called a “two-stage" peace pro- 
cess. 

Asked by the interviewer if he 
supported, such a process, the 
King replied: “I have enormous 
difficulties with supporitmg the 
concept of so-called transitional 
arrangements.” 

He reaffirmed Jordan's posi- 
tion that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) was the sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. — N 

He said it was now up to Israel 
to rise to the challenge of 
reaching a settlement. “Every- 
body is ready. It’s Israel’s tart to 
be ready," be said. 

King Hussein arrived here Fri- 
day evening. Later he received at 
his residence U.S. Permanent 
Representative to the U.N. no- 
mas Pickering and U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Roscoe Suddarth 
in the presence of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and Royal Court Chief 


Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. The King also met with 
senior U.N. officials. 

The King wound up his visit to 
the United States Saturday by 
reiterating that the prospects for 
peace in the Middle East were 
better now than they have been in 
recent years but there is still a 
long way to go. 

The major stumbling block is 
Israel’s continued refusal to 
accept the PLO as the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people, he told a special convoca- 
tion at Boston University. 

“It is with both relief and tre- 
pidation that I can report the 
prospects for peace are better 
than they have been in recent 
years but they are by no means as 
good as they should or could be,” 
he said. 

“In terms of progress toward 
peace, I believe the Arabs have 
come a long way," he said. 
“While the Arabs and Palesti- 
nians have been moving forward 
toward peace, Israel has gone in 
the opposite direction.” 

He repeated his longstanding 
view that the remaining major 
obstacle to achieving peace is “to 
persuade Israel to recognise the 
rights of the Palestinians and to 
agree to negotiate with their ack- 



HM King Hussein 

nowledged leadership.” 

He also criticised Israel for 
refuting to participate in an inter- 
national conference, presided 
over by the United Nations and 
inducting representatives of the 
PLO, to devise a comprehensive 
peace plan for the region. 

“The only condusion one can 
reach is that Israel... fears nego- 
tiations,” be said. 

The King told the Boston audi- 
ence that he is fully prepared to 
support further efforts by Bush to 
search for a comprehensive peace 
agreement. 

“I must say that I was impress- 
ed with the sense of purpose and 
determination in the approach to 
this problem President Bush con- 
veyed during our conversation," 
he said. 

“I shall be returning home se- 
cure in the belief that despite the 
obstacles I have described, a 
peaceful resolution to this conflict 
is attainable,” he said. 

The King was in Boston to 
receive an honorary doctor of law 
degree from Boston University, 
which is establishing a satellite 
campus in Jordan. 


14 shot and wounded in Gaza 


OCCUPIED' GAKA (A geutiejJ) 
— Troops shot and wounded at 
least 14 Pafestiniam in day and 
night dashes with stone - throw- 
ers in the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip, hospital staff said 
Saturday. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
staged a general strike, halting 
transport and doting shops fol- 
lowing a call by underground 
leaders of the uprising. 

The army dosed the entire 
West Bank south of Jerusalem 
to journalists without explana- 
tion. The order came after the 
death Friday of a Palestinian 
shot in a bloody raid on Nahalin 
village in the West Bank. 

The 23-year-okl was the fifth 


to dfeafimnhrfi ddhy bonier 
guards on Nahalin last week. 
Human rights groups said the 
guards used unwarranted force. 
Residents said they opened fire 
without provocation. 

In the most serious incident in 
Gaza, nine P alestinia ns were 
wounded by army gmrfh-e — 
two seriously — in R afhh re - 
fngee camp during a n ig httime 
protest, Nasr hospital o ffic ial s 
said. 

A 14-year-oM girl wasshot in 
the chest, her third gunshot 
wound smee the start of the 
16-month Palestinian uprising, 
doctors said. 

Other dashes broke out at 
sunset Friday, after Muffins 
broke their daily Ramadan fast, 


and Satanfoy moring. 

Soldiers and Palestinians 
clashed in Jabafya refugee 
camp, Beit Hanoun and parts of 
Gaza City. 

Hospitals said they treated' 
several boys for beating and a 
15-year-old teenager from 
Sheikh Radwan shot when he 
reportedly went ont during 
curfew. 

Arabs marched through the 
.town of Umm A1 Fahm to pro- 
test against the deaths m Naha- 
lin, Israeli radio said. 

In the West Bank, a convoy of 
left-wing activists led by parfia- 
mentarian Yosri Sarid of the 
Citizen’s Rights Movement 
were turned back at an army 
checkpoint when they tried to 


'vhdt'Nahalln^viBage. ~ ' 

On Friday, the Israeli army 
and police blocked hundreds of 
worshipers from attending 
prayer services in Jerusalem as 
armed Jewish settlers marched 
through the West Bank to de- 
monstrate Israeli control over 
the land. 

Nineteen Palestinians were 
reported wounded in stone- 
throwing dashes with Israeli 
troops in the occupied territor- 
ies, including a three-year -old 
boy struck in the head with a 
rubber bullet in the West 
Bank’s Askar refugee camp. 

The child was in moderate 
condition at A1 Ittihad hospital 
in nearby Nablus, doctors said. 


Regent reiterates commitment to 
dialogue, raps ‘wanton violence’ 

Arab leaders contact Regent 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — The Jordanian lead- 
ership remains committed to public 
dialogue over the Kingdom's econo- 
mic situation and the measures the 
government had to impose to enable 
itself to meet its financial obligations, 
but violent reactions and pressure 
against the new measures will not 
help achieve anything, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, said Saturday. 

“It is a sad moment for me; a 
moment of anguish. On die one tide I 
am inviting dialogue, a civilised re- 
sponse; on the other everything one 
sees jeopardises this,’' said the Re- 
gent addressing a press conference at 
the Royal Palace. The Regent de- 
plored the “wanton violence" which 
hit the southern towns of Ma'an, 
Kerak and TafiHeh and Salt in the 
wake of the recent hikes in prices of 
several commodities. 

“I hope we can transcend the phase 
of the law and order aspect of it 
effectively with the use of minim um 
necessary foice” and initiate dialogue 
on the situation and measures war- 
ranted by an austerity programme 
aimed at redressing the Kingdom's 
economic problems, the Regent said. 

But. “the violence should stop,” be 
said. “Security is the basis of every- 
thing... it cannot be compromised.” 

“We are not going to be deterred 
by the use of violent pressures from 
obviating the economic problem,” be 
reaffirmed. 

The Crown Prince said eight peo- 
ple, including two security officers, 
were lolled and 89, including 47 
security officers, were wounded in the 
violence in the south. 

One of the reasons it took long to 
contain the situation in the south was 
the use of limited force tty the security 
forces to avoid “a robust firefigbt 
(which could) lead to unnecessary 
loss of life." tiie Regent said. “After 
ail,- these arc our- people -we are 
talking about. We are not occupying 


anyone's land; it’s not a confrontation 
with some foreign, hostile power. It’s 
obviously an outburst of high emo- 
tions." 

The Crown Prince told the midday 
press conference that His Majesty 
King Hussein was expected to return 
home within 48 hours. 

“Clearly, the return of His Majes- 
ty, the measures and decisions that 
would be taken... will decide the 
national mood,” be added. 

The Regent referred to Friday's 
events in Salt. “We had a small 
demonstration of feelings by the 
young people and the governor took 
the initiative of calling in local repre- 
sentatives and addressing them. They 
left... as you know, ir is Ramadan. In 
addition to everything a fairiy hot 
April, and feelings have been running 
quite high... a demonstration took 
place... one thing led to another and 
we had a repetition of... gunfire from 
the young people in Sail," be said. 

“We suffered injuries again in Salt 
but no fatalities. And today things are 
quiet there.” 

The Regent urged the press to “try 
to look at the main thing on the 
agenda, which is the question of the 
financial obligations of Jordan, the 
administration... the management... 
and the role of the government.” 

“I hope the silver lining in the 
event is the perception that stability is 
our shared concern," he said. Refer- 
ring to the damage to public and 
private property that was caused in 
the past week, the Regent said: “I 
think there is a misguided impression 
among t be young people that attack- 
ing banks, somehow, reduces one's 
indebtedness.” 

“There has been wanton destruc- 
tion of property.” he said. “The 
destruction of the children's forest in 
Naour. the destruction of a centre for 
the distribution of food... 

“I understand the moving of food,” 
said the Regent. “But why bum it?” 

“Obviously. there's lot of violence 
in theTe&oo.” be said. --We feel it. 
we live with it, near it. It's a combina- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Saturday received telephone calls from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hnssein, Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad and Sudanese 
head of state Ahmad All Mirghani. The three leaders inquired about 
the situation in Jordan and expressed support for the Kingdom. 


tion of political, social, economic 
challenges....” 

“Everything has been happening sb 
fast,” the Regent said. “The creation 
'of the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) on the one side, the con- 
tinuous contacts with Arab leaders... 
Jordan has become a lynchpin in the 
area. It is a lynchpin and a catalyst in 
the ACC context-” 

Within the context of the economic 
programme and the subsequent un- 
rest, the Regent said, “investigations 
are under way. Obviously, there are 
oportunities for the extremes in the 
left and right....” 

The Crown Prince rejected Israeli 
media portrayal of the events in 
Jordan on the same level with the 
16-month-old Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied territories. 

“It is dear that the Israeli media 
will be delighted by all that happens 
in Jordan and by any sign of instabil- 
ity,” he said. “Israel will use that to 
show that violence in the Arab World 
has no justification expect a desire for 
violent terror. 

“Regretably. this Israeli approach 
in media has been v$ry successful 
since the establishment of the Israeli 
state. And the Western media take 
the Israeli version and exaggerate it. 
This is a media challenge for us: Can 
our media stand up to that chal- 
lenge....?” 

The Regent criticised the handling 
of the economy by past governments. 
“Over a succession of governments 
for the path IS years there has been a 
poor choice of economic priorities 
and poor economic management,” be 
said. 

. The Regem said Jordan was deter- 
mined to pursue the implementation 


of the economic reform programme 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and did not expect the 
latest events in Jordan to have any 
bearing on the accord, which is "not 
intended- to punish Jordan” but to 
assist the Kingdom restructure its 
financial obligations. 

The Regent expected parliamen- 
tary elections to be held before the 
end of this year. “We have a long 
agenda," he said. “I would like to see 
dialogue institutionalised as soon as 
possible. Clearly, this has to take 
place within this year.” 

On another note, the Regent again 
referred to parliamentary life in. 
Jordan. 

“We have been trying for a very 
long period of time to institutionalise 
reform and change," he said. “Of 
course there is every desire to see 
Parliament return... but again my 
question is: If and when parliament 
returns, is the new parliament going- 
to be a parliament of sloganeering as 
in so many Third Woria countries 
(or) is it going to be a parliament that 
is going to address these programmes 
— sophisticated economic reform 
programmes?” 

On freedom of press in Jordan, the 
Regent reaffirmed his commitment to 
“open dialogue, intellectual dialogue, 
dialogue which respects the opposite 
(point of) view.” 

One of the reporters at the press 
conference asked whether television 
crew would be allowed to visit the 
areas of unrest. The Crown Prince 
said he would welcome the idea, but 
he warned, “don't end up asking for 
theatrical peformances” for the be- 
nefit of cameras. 


Iraq denies 
involvement 
in missile 
project 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
senior official denied Saturday 
that Iraq was involved in develop- 
ing a long-range missile which 
Israel contends could cany nuc- 
lear weapons. 

"We strongly deny reports that 
Iraq, Egypt and Argentina are 
cooperating to produce a surface- 
to-surface missile.... those reports 
are mere illusion, icompietery in- 
correct and do not deserve any 
reply." said Lieutenant-General 
Amer A1 Saadi. 

Saadi, under-secretary at the- 
Ministry of Industry and Military' 
Industrialisation, added: “I call 
on those who propagandise such 
reports to give a single (piece of) 
evidence to prove their allega- 
tions.” 

NBC television, quoting U.S. 
mieffigeoce sources, reported in 
March that Egypt had received 
money from Iraq to help to fi- 
nance the Condor II missile pro- 
ject. 

Mititary sources in Israel con- 
tended Condor II was a joint 
project for the Argentine, Egyp- 
tian and Iraqi annies and Israel 
feared it could carry a nuclear, 
warhead. 

The missile, which has not yet 
been test-fired, is expected to 
have a range of 1 ,000 kilometres, 
sufficient to reach Israel from 
Iraq. 

Iraq is still technically at war 
with Israel, which bombed & nuc- 
lear reactor being built near 
Baghdad in 1981 charging that 
Iraq was trying to produce nuc- 
lear weapons there. 

Iraq’s air force chief, Marshal 
Hameed Sbaaban, was quoted 
Saturday as wanting Israel that 
Baghdad would retaliate against 
any attack. Era q says tire reactor 
was built for peaceful purposes. 



South African soldiers deployed at a camp at Osfaikanagb, on Namibia’s border with Angola, 
near a U.N. assembly point. 

SWAPO pullout could 
be over by Friday 


LUANDA, (R) — The Namibian 
nationalist group SWAPO said 
Saturday all of its guerrillas re- 
maining in Namibia could with- 
draw into Angola by next Friday 
if they were not obstructed by 
South African forces. 

The group reacted cautiously 
to South Africa's statement Fri- 
day that it would confine its 
troops in Namibia to their bases 
for 60 hours from next Wednes- 
day, to allow SWAPO fighters to 
pull out. 

“We are waiting to see on the 
ground if that is what really hap- 
pens,” _ Hinananye Shafodino 
Nehova, Deputy Information 
Secretary of SWAPO (South 
West Africa People’s Organisa- 
tion), told Reuters in laanthr. 

The Sooth African offer fol- 
lowed complaints by SWAPO 
and its allies Angola and Cuba 
that South African-led troops and 


police were preventing SWAPO 
guerrillas from crossing into 
Angola, under a withdrawal plan 
worked out April 9. 

“As long as there are no obsta- 
cles created by the South African 
army to impede our troops from 
withdrawing to Angola, we could 
successfully complete our with- 
drawal by next Friday,” Nehova 
said. 

South Africa, Angola and 
Cuba had agreed that SWAPO 
guerrillas should withdraw from 
Namibia to Angola to end fierce 
fighting with South African-led, 
troops and police that broke out 
April I, the day a U.N. independ- 
ence process for Namibia began. 

SWAPO accused .South Afri- 
can forces of hunting down its 
guerrillas as they tired to pull 
bade. South African, Angolan 
and Cnban officials held 
emergency talks Thursday. 


Nehova said some 800 SWAPO 
guerrillas had so far crossed from 
Namibia into Angola, where they 
were being confined to bases 
north of the 16th Parallel, 150 
kilometres from the border. He 
could not say how many were still 
in Namibia. 

He said SWAPO would be 
satisfied if South African troops 
remained in their Namibia bases 
and then withdrew to South Afri- 
ca, as laid down under U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 435. 

“We are not pessimistic... we 
still believe that the process at 
long last will continue," he 
added. 

South Africa has said it must be 
satisfied-that all SWAPO fighters 
are .out of Namibia and securely 
confined to bases in Angola be- 
fore continuing with the inde- 
pendence plan. 


Beirut exodus continues 


Kuwait denies Lebanon 
peace force proposal 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad Saturday de- 
nied that the Arab League peace 
committee on Lebanon had prop- 
osed sending a pan-Arab 
peacekeeping force to halt the 
current dashes there. 

“There are no proposals at all 
for deploying an Arab deterrent 
force in Lebanon,'* Sheikh 
Sabab, who heads the six-mem- 
ber committee trying to stop 
bloody factional fighting and end 
the 14-year-old dvil war. 

Foreign ministers of the 22- 
raember Arab League are due to 
meet in emergency session in 
Tunis next Wednesday to discuss 
tire committee’s peace plan. 

Kuwaiti papers, usually reli- 
able, reported Friday the com- 
mittee would suggest to the 
league that a pan-Arab force be 
deployed in Lebanon as a buffer 
between waning parties until a 
political settlement took effect. 

The reports said the committee 
was sounding ont Syriac reaction 
to the proposal. Syria keeps an 
estimated 40,000 troops there 
under a 1976 Arab League peace- 
keeping mandate. 

The current clashes pit army 
commander Michel Aoun’s 
troops, the Syrians and Lebanese 
militia allies. 

Christian Lebanese politicians 
who held talks with the commit- 
tee in Kuwait earlier this month 
said they would drop a demand 
that the Syrians stage a complete 
withdrawal from Lebanon before 
political reforms are effected. 

The politidans said they would 
accept a gradual Syrian pull-out 
under the supervision of a pan- 
Arab force so that a new presi- 
dent can be elected and the re- 
forms introduced. 

The Arab committee, which 
groups the foreign ministers of 
Kuwait, Tunisia. Algeria, Jor- 
dan, Sudan and the United Arab 
Emirates, was set up in January 
to sound out the warring factions 
in Lebanon on a political settle- 
ment 

Sheikh Sabah also stressed the 
Lebanese crisis should be re- 
solved by the Arab League. 

“The Arab panel did not ever 
ask for the internationalisation of 
the Lebanese problem because 
the Arab League is the sole party 
which should work out a politic- 
al solution to the Lebanese prob- 
lem," he said. 

Sheikh Sabah said, however, 
he was in contact with United 


Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, the French gov- 
ernment and some permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council on handling the situa- 
tion . 

He said the committee's efforts 
were backed by Western Euro- 
pean countries and that an offer 
by Perez de Cuellar to visit Beirut 
“is in itself an evidence of this 
support and interest in what is 
going on in Lebanon.” 

Members of the U.N. Security 
Council members met in private 
Friday to consider a new appeal 
for a Lebanese ceasefire thought 
to have been initiated by France. 

Exodus continues 

Hundreds of Lebanese fled 
fighting Saturday when a feny 
sailed for Cyprus for the first time 
since a gauntlet of shellfire turned 
it back six days ago. 

The ferry Baroness left 
Jounieh, the Christian enclave’s 
only link with the outside world, 
as scores of shells rained down on 
the port and rumours spread that 


fighting was set to grow fiercer. 
• About 650 people crowded 
onto the ferry after overnight 
artillery exchanges in Beirut to 
the south. 

About 15 shells slammed into 
the hilltop area of Baabda, site of 
the presidential palace, in south- 
east Beirut and into nearby 
Hadath. 

Most Lebanese believe artillery 
battles will escalate before the 
scheduled meeting in Tunis 
Wednesday of the Arab League 
foreign ministers. 

More than 300,000 of Beirut’s 
1.5 million people have fled the 
battered capital as shells de- 
molished buildings and cut elec- 
tricity and water supplies. 

Patriarch Butors Sfeir, Leba- 
non's highest Christian Maronite 
authority, appealed for U.S. help 
to end the fighting. 

“We are in need of greater and 
more efficient intervention. The 
United States must intervene 
strongly to put an end to the 
war,” he told Visnews television 
news agency. 



A wounded man is carried by two dvil deforce workers and' a 
policeman to a motorboat which Friday ferried 70 casualties from the 
port of Sidon to a French hospital vessel anchored five kflometres off 
the Lebanese coast. 


Little 
progress 
in Gulf 
peace 
talks 


GENEVA (R) — The foreign 
ministers of Iran and Iraq met 
Saturday for the second time in 
a week in fresh but so far 
unsuccessful efforts to break 
deadlock in the Gulf peace 


The session of the so-called 
“proximity talks" chaired by 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar was scheduled for Friday 
hot was postponed without ex- 
planation. 

The delay fuelled speculation 
in Geneva that political infight- 
ing in Tehran could have 
undermined the position of 
Iran's top negotiator, Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Vebyati. 

But Parliamentary Speaker 
AD Akbar Rafsanjani told wor- 
shippers at Friday prayers in 
Tehran that he had frill author- 
ity to take decisions. 

Before the session, which 
started two boors late and was 
attended by the full delegations 
of both sides, Velayati had a 
second meeting in two days 
with Perez de Cuellar. The 
ll.N. chief also met separately 
with Iraq’s top delegate, Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The two belligerents, who 
began their latest round of 
peace talks on Thursday, re- 
main split on which provisions 
of a 10-point U.N. peace plan 
should be given priority. 

Iran wants Iraqi troops to 
evacuate Iranian territory still 
occupied despite last August’s 
U.N.-brokered ceasefire which 
ended right years of lighting. 

Iraq insists priority should 
be given to dealing the Shalt 
Al Arab, its main outlet to file 
sea, of war debris and to an 
exchange of some 100,000 war 
prisoners. 

Iraqi officials have said tbeir 
plight should be separated 
from an overall settlement and 
viewed as a humanitarian 
issue, a -view shared fry the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ. 

Only several hundred pris- 
oners have so far been repatri- 
ated. 
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Relief agencies say Afghan 
food supplies running out 


By Sharon Herbauigii 

The Associated Press 

KABUL — Hundreds of veiled 
women wait outside an aban- 
doned schoolhouse for bags of 
flour and sugar that will pro- 
vide their families with food for 
the next two weeks. 

Their children, all younger 
than five, huddle close by. 
Some of the women clutch torn 
plastic bags and rusting buckets 
to carry the rations home. 
Others simply hold up cupped 
hands. 

There are many women and 
children in Kabul facing severe 
deprivations in the 11-year-old 
civil war. Only the poorest of 
them, however, will be eligible 
for emergency rations distri- 
buted by a United Nations re- 
lief programme called “Opera- 
tion Salaam" (peace). 

And relief workers say they 
don't know how much longer 
they'll be able to help, because 
their stockpile will be depleted 
by the end of the month. 

“We make no illusions that 
we are even able to begin to 
handle the need. We are not 
solving the problem," said 
Ross Mountain of the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme. The agency is one of 
five U.N. organisations in- 
volved in the project. The 
others are the U.N. aid coordi- 
nator’s office. UNICEF, the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees and the 
World Food Bank. 

Relief workers have handed 


Khartoum 
seeks firm 
peace talks 
date 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Sidahmad At Hnssein said 
Saturday he was waiting for 
the rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) to name 
a date for the resumption of 
peace talks. 

Hussein told Reuters Khar- 
toum had given the rebels all 
the relevant documents con- 
cerning the government’s rati- 
fication of a draft peace agree- 
ment. The plan was thrashed 
out last November by the SPLA 
and the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP), a coalition part- 
ner in the present government. 

“We also asked the SPLA to 
set a date for the government's 
peace committee to come to 
Addis Ababa to meet them, but 
so far we have received no 
reply," the foreign minister 
said. 

“We have done aH that could 
be done to initiate the peace 
talks, which we hope will bring 
about a ceasefire and the 
formation of a preparatory 
committee for a constitutional 
conference,’* he said. “The 
ball is now in their court.*' 

A Sudanese government de- 
legation held four days of pre- . 
limbi ary talks with rebel repre- j 
sentatives in Addis Ababa ear- 
lier this month, but the SPLA 
later described the encounter 
as disappointing. 

The rebel movement has also 
complained that the Sudanese 
parliament did not ratify the 
peace accord in full. An SPLA 
spokesman, Nehial Deng Nu- 
tria], told Reuters Friday it had 
still not received all the neces- 
sary documents for formal 
peace talks to begin. 

Hussein, who arrived in 
Addis Ababa Friday to explain 
the Sudanese government's 
peace initiative, left Saturday 
for Tanzania. 


out 10-kilogramme bags of 
flour, three-kilogramme bags 
of sugar and supplies of medi- 
cine and blankets to an esti- 
mated 33,500 hungry families 
since the programme began in 
February. 

They also have given fertilis- 
er to formers hoping to start 
planting fields destroyed by 
fighting between army troops 
and the rebels trying to oust the 
government. But relief workers 
say the fertiliser will run out 
within a few days. 

Before civil war broke out 
following a coup in April 1978, 
Afghanistan was self-sufficient 
in food. But the fighting has 
destroyed fields and orchards 
and forced the government to 
import about one million ton- 
nes of wheat annually. 

Moscow has donated 175 
tonnes of wheat and flour and 
about 235 >onnes of sugac to 
Operation Salaam. Relief 
workers say that will last 
through the end of the month. 

"We tell people there will be 
more for them the next time. 
We just don't know when the 
next time will be." said one 
local aid worker. 

Dozens of Soviet military 
transport planes descend on 
the capital daily, from sunrise 
to sunset, each dropping a cas- 
cade of Bares designed to de- 
flect heat-seeking missiles fired 
by rebels entrenched around 
the capital. The huge blue-antl- 
white planes carry food and 
supplies. 

Western countries, which 


pulled their diplomats out 
of Afghanistan just before the 
Feb. 15 withdrawal of the last 
Soviet soldiers in the country, 
have refused direct assistance 
to the government, which they 
do not recognise. They help 
indirectly through the United 
Nations, however. 

Kabul, a city of 2.25 million 
people, has been suffering se- 
vere shortages of food and fuel 
since late January. 

Bread lines that once stretch- 
ed for blocks have eased, and 
there are plenty of fruit and 
vegetables in the markets. The 
poor, however, cannot afford 
the skyrocketing prices. 

Supply routes 

Heavy snow, avalanches and 
rebel attacks have intermittent- 
ly cut off two vital supply 
routes to the capital: the Salang 
Highway, running north to the 
Soviet border, and the Jalala- 
bad' highway, to the east to 
Pakistan. 

“The extremists do not stay 
idle, or let convoys come to 
Kabul," said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mohammad Nabi 
Amani. “The leaders of the 
extremists have no chance in 
face-to-face fighting with the 
armed forces, so they resort to 
their old tricks of causing trou- 
ble for the convoys." 

Fighting between the milit- 
ary and the guerrillas closed 
the SaJang Highway for nearly 
two weeks this month, stall- 
ing a 1300-truck convoy ab- 
out 50 kilometres north of 


Kabul and leaving das&ns of 
containers of food rotting on 
the Soviet border. 

Convoys also have had trou- 
ble travelling between the 
Pakistani border and Kabul be- 
cause of the rebel assault on 
the city of Jalalabad. The city, 
which once had a population of 
65,000, has been pounded by 
tens of thousands of rockets 
and heavy artillery since the 
siege began March 6. 

Although the road bas now 
been for a week, trucks have 
been unable to pass through 
the city because of the fighting. 

The road difficulties are an 
important reason for the rise in 
food prices. Seven kilogram- 
mes of flour cost about 80 
Afghanis (40 U.S. cents) in 
January. Now the cost is 850 
Afghanis (about S3.25). 

Rebel leaders based in Pakis- 
tan predicted they would take 
power in Afghanistan within 
weeks of the final pullout of 
Soviet forces. But the constant 
Soviet airlift has enabled Presi- 
dent Najibullah’s government 
to hold out against them. 

The airlift, however, brings 
less than half the 650 tonnes of 
flour that Kabul needs daily. 

Diplomats say the rebels 
have made ■ blockading urban 
centres a major tactic in their 
fight to overthrow Najibullah. 
They say the rebels apparently 
hope to starve dties into sur- 
render than risk the frontal 
assaults that government forces 
have repulsed with heavy losses 
in Jalalabad. 


Shamir to seek European 
support for election plan 


ROME (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzbak Shamir said he 
would seek European support for 
his proposals for elections in the 
occupied territories when Italian 
Prime Minister Ciriaco de Mita 
visits Israel. 

But in interviews published in 
Italian newspapers Saturday on 
the eve of de Mita's visit, he again 
ruled out an Israeli withdrawal 
from the territories, the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state or 
talks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

“I am not asking Europe to 
mediate but for its political sup- 
port.'' Shamir told Corriere della 
Sera. 

"Its relations with the Arab 
World are very good at the mo- 
ment and if it managed to per- 
suade (the Arab World) to accept 
my proposals it would be a great 
step forward," he was quoted as 
saying. 

De Mila's three-day visit start- 
ling Sunday will he the first to 
Israel by a European Community 
(EC) government leader since 
Shamir outlined his election plans 
ui U.S. President George Bush 


April 6. 

Arab leaders and the PLO 
have objected to the proposals, 
which Shamir said foresaw five 
years of interim self-government 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip under the umbrella of 
Israel and without PLO involve- 
ment. 

"If the people elected declare 
themselves members of the PLO 
they will go to prison as Israeli 
law requires," Shamir told Cor- 
riere della Sera. 

Asked if be would consider 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories if that was the price of 
peace, Shamir said: 

"Absolutely not. You Euro- 
peans continue to fail to unders- 
tand that for us these lands are 
not like Algeria for France or 
Libya for Italy 40 years ago. 
(They) are an integral part of our 
territory and we are not prepared 
to lose them." 

“A Palestinian state has never 
existed and there is no space for 
one west of the Jordan. It would 
immediately aim to destroy 
Israel,” he said. He also ruled out- 
no □- Israeli official supervision of 


any poll. 

Italy Thursday supported a Un- 
ited Nations General Assembly 
denunciation of Israel's handling 
of the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied territories. 

It also supports calls for an 
international peace conference, 
opposed by Shamir, and was the 
first EC country to receive PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat - after the 
proclamation last November of 
a Palestinian state. 

Shamir told Corriere della Sera 
(hat he recognised Israeli and 
European differences over die 
Palestinian issue but said in a 
separate interview with the news- 
paper II Giomale that his govern- 
ment would never negotiate with 
the PLO. 

"We shall not talk to the PLO. 
Nobody can impose that on us, 
nobody v«u force us,” Shamir 
said. 

He denied the United States 
was pressing him to implement 
the election by July. "Anyway, 
you know Shamir is immune to 
pressure." he added. 

La Repnbblka and II Messag- 
gero carried similar interviews. 


Iranian newspapers mixed over 
outcome of fresh Geneva talks 


NICOSLA (R) — Iranian news- 
papers expressed mixed views on 
the likely outcome of Gulf war 
peace talks in Geneva between 
Iranian and Iraqi foreign minis- 
ters Saturday. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times which is close to the Fore- 
ign Ministry, was pessimistic 
while die pro-govemment En- 
glish-language Kayhan Interna- 
tional. usually hardline in foreign 
policy, said it was wrong to be 
negative. 

“This round of talks is off to a 
bad start already as no agreement 
has been reached yet on wbat 
should be on the agenda.” an 
editorial in the Tehran Times 
carried by the Iranian news agen- 
cy 1RNA said. 


Kayhan International said: “No 
doubt the two warring countries' 
positions remain far apart, but 
there is a very careful and quiet 
feeling that some mutually 
acceptable result could emerge 
this time." 

The Tehran Times ruled out 
Baghdad suggestions that the 
talks would be affected by the 
results of the August presidential 
election in Iran. 

"Decisions on matters of peace 
and war are entirely within the 
jurisdiction of the leader (and not 
the president) and that Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati is 
virtually deputised by Iran's lead- 
er Imam Khomeini to attend the 
talks," it said. 

The limes said it was in favour 


of the establishment of a joint 
military committee in Khorram- 
shahr in Iran and Basra in Iraq 

“No success has been made 
along that line, thanks to the lack 
of seriousness on the part of the 
United Nations and Iraq's sabo- 
taging tactics in the talks," IRNA 
received in Nicosia reported the 
•Times as saying. 

Kayhan International said Iraqi 
insistence on top priority for re- 
patriation of prisoners of war 
outside the framework set by the 
U.N. peace plan, and emphasis 
on dredging the Shaft A1 Arab 
waterway while her troops were 
still on Iranian territory, "is, to 
say the least, playing with the 
mandate of (Resolution) 598.” 



Ex-Shin Bet official 
urges Israel-PLO talks 




WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
government spokesman said Fri- 
day the United States was energe- 
tically supporting an Arab 
League proposal for ceasefire in 
Lebanon. 

"We very strongly support this 
effort by the Arab League and 
we’re very encouraged by the 
reports that we've seen" about it. 
State Department deputy spokes- 
man Richard Boucher told repor- 
ters Friday. 

He added that the United 
States was “engaged in an energe- 
tic initiative to support the Arab 
League... we're talking to the 
Arab League, we're talking to the 
Syrians, we’re talking to the par- 
ties in Lebanon about the Arab 
League initiative and our hopes 
and our support that it go for- 
ward.” 

He described the Arab League 
proposal as “a peace plan” that 
involves ceasefire negotiations 
with Syria on its role in Lebanon 
and a dialogue among Lebanese 
leaders for political reform. 

Taking issue with a reporter 
who characterised the Arab 
League proposal as futile, 
Boucher said “obviously, it’s 
malting some kind of progress.” 

At the White House, President 
George Bush met a group of 
Le ban e se- A m e rican leaders, and 
across the street 2,000 people 
demonstrated to urge Bush admi- 
nistration to use pressure to get 
Syria to withdraw its troops from 
Lebanon. 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater told reporters the Un- 
ited States would like to see a 
ceasefire and “an end to violence 


on all sides by aD parties." 

A reporter told Fitzwater the 
Lebanese regard such statements 
placing blame on all sides as 
“tadt endorsement of Syria.” 

The White House spokesman 
responded to this saying, “They 
should not consider it that way, 
they should consider it as a state- 
ment that we want all sides to 
cease the hostility and to work 
out a solution that would stop the 
fire there without taking sides.” 

Boucher was asked for a com- 
ment by a reporter who said, “the 
French seem to be grumbling that 
the United States hasn't really 
done much to support their 
efforts (on Lebanon)... that we 
seem to be overly solidtous of the 
Syrians.” He declined, with a 
remark that “I don't have any- 
thing on French grumbling. I 
haven’t heard the French grum- 
ble. They usually roar.” 

The demonstrators came to 
Washington from across the Un- 
ited States and Canada, and were 
organised by a variety of pro- 
Lebanese groups. 

Marching in Lafayette Park 
across the street from the White 
House, they carried signs and 
sang the Lebanese national 
anthem amid chants of “Presi- 
dent Bush, save Lebanon.” 

The International Movement 
for the Liberation of Lebanon, an 
organiser of the demonstration, 
said in a letter to Bush it was 
disappointed by Secretary of 
State James Baker's statement 
Tuesday that the United States 
can do little at present to help 
Lebanon. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A former high-ranking 
offidal in the secret Shin Bet 
security service said Israel can 
never crush the Palestinian rebel- 
lion in the occupied territories 
and must open a dialogue with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to end the vkrience. 

“The reality is that the PLO is 
the dominant force (in the occu- 
pied territories) and a factor that 
Israel cannot run away from," 
said Yossi Ginossar in an inter- 
view with Israel Television. 

Ginossar, 44, was one of 11 top 
level Shin Bet agents accused of 
fabricating evidence and lying to 
government panels of inquiry in 
the beating deaths of two cap- 
tured Palestinians in April 1984. 
President Chaim Herzog par- 
doned Ginossar and the other 
agents in June 1986 and Shin Bet 
head Avraham Shalom resigned 
in exchange for amnesty. 

Ginossar said the 16-month 
Palestinian uprising that has left 
dead at least 444 Palestinians was 
a “civil rebellion, it's a popular 
uprising" that can only end 
through negotiations with the 
PLO. 

“I do not believe that there is a 
professional military way to end 
the problem of the uprising,” he 


said. “If there are measures that 
can bring temporary quiet it must 
be realised that the quiet will only 
be temporary.” 

He said the Shin Bet and the 
army were taking all reasonable 
measures to reduce the violence. 

Ginossar said Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s proposal to 
bold elections in the occupied 
territories to chose a local Palesti- 
nian leadership was “only a tac- 
tical move” to delay talks with 
the FLO. 

“The elected representatives 
wfll not be able to negotiate with 
Israel but wi& turn ns to the 
address in Tunis,” he said refer- 
ring to PLO headquarters. 

The Shin Bet is responsible for 
“security” in Israel and the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
It is also responsible for the inter- 
rogation of thousands of Palesti- 
nians detained or arrested during 
the uprising. 

Palestinians have long accused 
the Shin Bet of using beatings and 
torture to extract confessions. _ 

After resigning from the Shan 
Bet, Ginossar was appointed 
director of the government-own- 
ed Israel export institute. He now 
works as an exporter with a large 
Israeli company. 


Israelis expel 60 
families from 
S. Lebanon 


A child rushes home with fuel after venturing out during a lull in the 
Beirut fi ghting . 

U.S. supports Arab 
efforts in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) — Israel has ex- 
pelled 60 families from seven 
farms around the town .of Shibaa 
in southern Lebanon allegedly for 
refusing to sell their land to the 
Zionist state, the daily A1 Nahar 
reported Saturday. • 

The newspaper said a 500- 
strong Israeli force backed by 30 
armoured personnel carriers 
stormed the forms Friday and 
rounded up 300 people. 

“The commander told the for- 
mers they have either to sell their 
16-square-kilometre land to 
Israel or give it up,” the paper 
said. 

It quoted unnamed residents as 
saying the Israelis opened fire to 
force the formers out, but that no 
casualties were reported. 

The farmers loaded their be- 
longings on 300 mules and left for 
.'Shibaa, along with their 30,000 
goats and- 500 eows,- “At Nahar 

said. 

Police could not immediately 
confirm the report and officials 


with the United Nations peace- 
keeping force in Sooth Lebanon 
could not be readied by tele- 
phone. 

Shibaa lies within a 10-to- 16- 
kilometre strip that Israel con- 
trols in South Lebanon and refers 
to as its "security zone.” 

Israel expelled 70 Lebanese 
civilians from Shibaa and several 
villages in the “security zone” 
earlier this year for refusing to 
cooperate with the area's Israeli- 
sponsored local “administra- 
tion.” 

Israel carved out the zone 
when it withdrew the bulk of its 
occupation army from South 
Lebanon in summer 1985. 

The strip extends from the 
Mediterranean coast in the west 
to the foothills of Mount Hermon 
in the east. 

The western entrance to Shibaa : 
is patrolled by Norwegian 
peacekeepers serving with the 
U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran reconstructs war battered city 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has begun rebuilding the water system of 
Sardasht, one of the most frequently attacked dties in its 
eight-year-long Gulf war with Iraq, the Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) said Saturday. IRNA quoted Governor Rasoul Mohsen- 
Pour of the south-western Iranian rity as saying reconstruction of 
the water supply system of city and nearby villages had started. The 


governor said about 4.1 billion rials (S58 million) bad been spent so 
.for rebuilding roads, hospitals, libraries and sports stadiums 
destroyed by Iraqi air and long-range artillery attacks before the 
U.N. -brokered ceasefire last August ended hostilities. 

Egyptian police join Namibia U.N. forces 

CAIRO (R) — Thirty-three Egyptian police officers left by air for 
Namibia Saturday to join the 4,650-strong U.N. transition assist- 
ance group overseeing the independence process there, airport 
officials said. The officers, the first Egyptians to partidpate in a 
United Nations peacekeeping force, are headed by Lieutenant- 
Brigadier Ahmed A1 Muila. 

Assad hold talks with Ethiopian envoy 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad held talks 
Saturday on developments in East Africa and the Middle East with 
an envoy of Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam, diplo- 
mats said. Assad's meeting with Kassa Kebre came three weeks 
after a member of Sudan’s supreme council, Mirghani Al Nasri. 
visited Damascus and asked Assad to mediate in the civil war in 
south Sudan. Nasri said he hoped Syria would use its dose relations 
with Ethiopia, which has ties with Sudanese rebel leader John 
Garang, to find a solution to the five-year-old war. The offidal 
Syrian news agency. SANA said Kebre gave Assad a message from 
Mengistu. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-10 

PROGRAMME ONE 

14:30 Korau 

14:55 Children programmes 

16:15 Cooking programme 

16 JO Arabic juries 

17:20 Health programme 

18:00 Religious period 

16:20 Ramadan contest 

1*^5 Arabic scries 

19:40 Programme review 

20:00 News in Arabic 

2k39 Arabic senes 

2HJ0 Programme review 

21:48 HHipnus serin 

22:25 Special programme on Ramadan 

23:80 . News in Arabic 

23:15 Varieties 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:86 Cnulbacs 

18:30 L'EcutedKftirat 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 A documentary 

19:38 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties programme 

28:08 News in Arabic 

2M0 Perfect Strangers 

21:10 ... Capiuin James Cook 

12:6ft News in English 

22M A Taste oi Death 

PRAYER TIMES 

83JI .. Fajr 

04:54 (Sunrise) Duha 


11-34 Dhuhr 

15:12 Asr 

18:14 Maghreb 

19137 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sl. Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swetfleh, Tei. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
<02785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624SW. 

Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
63744(1. 

De b Salle Church Tel. (*1757 
Trrraanb Church Tel: 622566 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
(03543. 

Anc&eon Church Tel. <05353. Tel. 
(08543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbnrrb Tel. 
771331 

.Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

bt Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
81 1295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church o I Jens Christ o f Latto'- 
Day Saloto Tel. SI 581 7, 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


A slight drop in temperatures wdl 
occur and scattered rain is expected in 
(he southern and eastern pails of the 
country. In Aqaba, it wdl be partly 
cloudy and there win be a chance (or 
scattered showers of rain. Winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas calm, 

Minima*, temp. 

Amman 14/29 

Aqaba 23 / 36 

14/33 

Jordan Valley 20/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 31, Aqaba 35. Humidity readings: 
Amman 13 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul 898140 

Dr. FayezJaOauqeh- 624207 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Dr. Mahmoud Al Awad 741391 

Firas pharmacy £63912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 6370SS 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Shmefaani pharmacy 637660 

RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad A] ZuTri (— ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (985238) 


ZARQA: 

Dr.RarebAtallah (—1 

Khali fch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Docfenee Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, 6211 II, 637777 

Fire Brigade 62209093 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

656000/685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 H 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 . 

Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Ajnn ... 644281ft 
Akikh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmemni 664171/4 

Shmetsam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Abli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alla Hospital 602240/50 

- Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital (09)99107! 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

numb 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek CatboBc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA.- - • 


Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This informaiioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment ar the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where h 
should always be veriBed. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

99:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

69i38 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

0!h45 .......... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

9fc55 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1049 ... Dbahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

10*15 LarnacaiRJl 

1630 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

16:29 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

, _(W) 

17:05 ; PaifcfRJ) 

17:19 London (RJ) 

17:39 ...... Cairo (RJ) 

17:39 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:55 Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

1*39 - Helsinki. Aqaba (RJ) 


1*45 Rome(Rj) ■ 

29:15 Rome (RJ) 

2239 Aqaba(RJ) 

9929 Baghdad (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0*35 Cairo (MS) 

IfcM .. Kuwait (KU) 

Its# Damascus (AZ) 

134S - Kuwait (LN) 

1*15 .Dubai (EK) 

18s25 Frankfurt (LH) 

21:45 Athens (OA) 

9845 London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal (1) 

11:15 RomeCRJ) 

11:15 RomefRJ) 

11:59 ~ Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12J9 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

1*49 Kuwait (Rif- 

2fc09 LaraacatRJ) 

29:19 ..1 Baghdad (RJ) 

20J5 Aqaba (RJ) 

29:15 - Sanaa (RJ) 

29-J0 ....^ i Cairo (RJ) 

2*39 Abn Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:99 Damascus (RJ) 

2U9 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

2249 ; Bangkok (RJ) 

2239 Viemn. New York. Miami (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal (2) 

9949 Damascus; Paris (AF) 


j** - Cairo (MS) 

8===«» 

|:=M 

- Sanaa (LH) 

as3# Aihens(OA) 

market races 

Uppciflowcr pike in Eb per kg.' 

Almpod 600 / 500 

Apple 500 / 400 

“■“iT- 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukanunar) 300/250 

320 / 280 

Broad beans no/ go 

<? lbba 8e .. 80/ SO 

170/ 120- 

Caufiflower . — ran / nn 

Cucumbers . 160/100 

2“" - 480 / 400 

5 s ™ 220/180 

uanon .. 350 / 300 

Lettuce (par one) 80/50 

Marrow (large) — 30/ 30 

Marrow (smaH) 110/80 

Orange (Sbammouti) 370 / 300 

Orange (k»0 360/300 

OnkM . 100/70 

Otriog (green).- 120/ 80 

£pper7bot) ... «... 200/160 

Pepper (sweet) — _■ 320/240 

220/180 

Spumdt — 130/ lOfr 

stouwbttiy 1500/1000 

Tomatoes ,.370/250 
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Yaqoub Khan ends visit 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Sahebzadeh Ya- 
qoub Khan left Amman Saturday 
at the end of a two day visit to 
Jordan during which he was re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Piince H assail, the Re- 
gent, and had talks’ with senior 
officials' 

The Pakistani minister who 
headed for Cairo said before de- 
parture that he discussed a num- 
ber Of issues including the Afgha- 
nistan problem for which His 
Majesty King Hussein had ex- 
erted strenuous efforts to solve. . 
Other questions discussed here 
were the situation in the Middle 
East, current international efforts 
to find a solution for the Arab 


Israeli conflict Khan -reiterated’ 
his country’s support for the 
Palestinian people’s cause and 
their. legitimate rights in their 
homeland. . 

Khan said his country main- 
tains very strong relations' with 
Jordan and expressed his coun- 
try’s regret over the recent inci- 
dents in the Kingdom. 

At his meeting with the Re- 
gent, which took place Friday 
night at the Royal Court, Khan 
reviewed bilateral ties and con- 
veyed greetings from Pakistan’s 
president and prime minister to 
the King and the Crown Prince. 

Upon his departure Khan was 
seen off by acting Foreign Minis- 
ter Marwan Dudin and other 
officials. 



Pakistani Foreign Minister Yaqoub Khan (second from left) is seen off by senior Foreign Ministry 
officials Saturday (Petra photo) 


Nuclear research centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Council for Science and Technol- 
ogy (HCST) has received a prop- 
osal from the Minis try of Energy 
and Mineral Resources to set up a 
nuclear research centre so that it 
can benefit horn the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency, and promote de- 
velopment in the country, HCST 
Secretary General Dr. Adrian 
Badran said in a statement pub- 
lished in the local press recently. 

The ministry hopes that such a 
centre would help contribute to 
the on-going research program- 
mes for developing cereal pro- 
duction, protecting crops from 
pests and enabling Jordan to 
promote its industry, Badran said 
in the statement published by A1 
Dustour daily. 

He said that a political decision 
can help the way for embarking 
on this project by the HCST 
which has a mere capital of JD 
1.6 million. 

However, the HCST has been 
helping the private sector in 
cooperation with the Royal Sci- 
entific Society, RSS in other fields 
like the production of solar hea- 
ters for domestic use which saves 
a Jot of fuel and hard currency, 
Badran said. He revealed that 
Jordan now has 32 plants that 
manufacture solar heaters and 
that nearly 20 per cent of the 
country’s homes have installed 
these heaters which save electric- 
ity and fuel and provide hot water 
for free. The HCST and the RSS 


have cooperated in supplying 
electric power to remove areas 
like Juif AJ Darawish village 
which is now benefiting from 
electric power produced by solar 
and wind energy to pump water 
from underground to irrigate 
crops and for lighting homes, 
Badran noted. 

The HCST, he said, serves as 
an umbrella for the scientific 
work and research done by the 
RSS and Jordanian universities. 

The HCST finances certain re- 
search projects carried out by any 
of these institutions, thus reduc- 
ing financial burdens on them and 
encouraging creative work by the 
researchers, Badran said. He 
noted that Jordan now has 1000 
holders of Ph.D. degrees in scien- 
ce, medical sciences and applied 
sciences who can join the national 
efforts to develop their country 
and employ modem technology 
in this process. 

The HCST, Badran, said was 
created to help draw np sound 
technological and scientific poli- 
cies for foe country, and so far it 
has succeeded in laying the infras- 
tructure and .creating 'scentific 
committees to work in industry, 
energy, agriculture, health en- 
vironment and educational fields. 

He said that the HCST is also 
addressing the question of trans- 
ferring modem technology to Jor- 
dan and developing education 
and creating skilled manpower to 
shoulder this responsibility. 


Petra, Saba exchange news 


AMMAN -(Petra) —The Jordan 
.News Agency, Petra and foe 
North Yemeni News Agency 
(SAB A) Saturday started an ex- 
change of news programmes 
through a direct line established 
recently between foe two agen- 
cies. 

The step was taken in order to 
bolster information exchange be- 
tween Jordan and North Yemen, 
both of which are members of foe 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) which was proclaimed in 
Baghchul on Feb. 16. 


.. Petra. is already linked. via a 
direct line with foe Iraqi News 
Agency and is about to establish a 
direct line with foe Middle East 
News Agency of Egypt, another 
ACC member to facilitate foe 
exchange of news material and 
other programmes between foe 
two countries. 

With foe establishment of foe 
line with North Yemen, Petra has 
thus been linked directly with six 
Arab and foreign news agencies, 
these are of Syria, Qatar, Moroc- 
co and the Soviet News Agency, 
TASS. 


2 Yarmouk exhibitions 


IRBID (Petra) — An exhibition 
on architectural design in Euro- 
pean cities opened Saturday at 
Yarmouk University. The exhibi- 
tion was organised by University 
students in cooperation with foe 
European Community delegation 
in Amman. 

On display for five days are 
collections of photographs of pla- 
zas and public squares in Euro- 
pean cities dating back from foe 
Middle Ages up to the modem 
times. 

Dr. Fuad A1 Sheikh Salem, foe 
university vice president opened 
foe exhibition. Present were a 


number of deans and officials. 

Another exhibition opened at 
Yarmouk University Saturday 
was photographs depicting 
architectural designs in rural re- 
gions of Jordan by Jordanian 
artist Ammar Khammash. The 
exhibition which last for four days 
was organised by foe university’s 
Institute of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. 

The photographs also feature 
various aspects of foe Jordanian 
environment and rural areas. 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Saleh, 
the university’s vice president 
opened foe exhibition 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


☆ An art exhibition by French artist Jeao-Fraocois Noble at Haya 
Arts Centre. 

£ An art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition entitled “Architectural Development in Euro- 
pean Cities,” displaying photos depicting architectural develop- 
ment since medieval ages, at foe Yarmouk University. 

☆ An exhibition entitled “Architecture in Jordanian Country- 
side 1 1 by Ammar Khammash at the Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology, the Yarmouk University. 

☆ An exhibition of books and handicrafts at Princess Afia College. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

ft Ramadan open-air market, which indudes foodstuff, clothes, 
home a ppKanrys and chSdren’s toys at Mahatta, eastern 

Amman. 

4 International Ramadan Souq, in which 14 Arab and M ami e 
cn m t r iK are part, at foe International Auto Ceentrt, 

Queen Alia International Airport Highway. 

FILMS 

4 An Iraqi fUn entitled “Household” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 9M pan. 

* A feature flbn entitled “In foe Heat of foe Night” at the 
American Centre — 4:00 p-uu 


* A* Arabic play rnntikd “The Lovere’Vfflage” shown as part of 
foe adtitral festival of the Jordanhm community colleges, at foe 
R*ytd Oted Centre — 8.-06 p.m. 


Awqaf: Vaccinate before haj 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Saturday issued an invita- 
tion to Mus lims wishing to per- 
form this year's pilgrimage to 
Mecca to acquire vaccination 
against Meningitis. 

A ministry official said that foe 
Saudi Arabian authorities are 
now demanding that all pilgrims 
entering Saudi Arabia should 
hold a vaccination certificate 
against Meningitis issued at least 
10 days before their visit to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Ministry of Health mean- 
while has instructed all health 
departments in the Kingdom to 
provide a vaccination to the 
Jordanian pilgrims before their 
departure. 

The ministry said that would- 
be pilgrims can visit health cen- 


tres. get tbe vaccination and the 
certificates to produce to Saudi 
authorities. According to the offi- 
cial, the vaccination gives suffi- 
cient immunity to foe pilgrims 
and protects them against foe 
disease. 

Earlier this month, a ministry 
official said Meningitis cases in 
Jordan are on the increase and 
that the Ministry of Health was 
carrying out a mass vaccination 
programme to immunise school 
students and conscripts against 
foe killer disease. He revealed 
that between seven and eight 
Meningitis cases are reported in 
Jordan every month. 

On April 12, Minister of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat 
announced that foe Ministry of 
Awqaf has taken measures to 
facilitate the travel of Muslims 


wishing to take part in the pil- 
grimage to tbe .holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina. 

Addressing a press conference, 
Khayyat said that 15,000 Muslims 
from the East and West 
Banks of Jordan as well as 4,300 
pilgrims from Palestinian lands 
occupied since 1948, and 1,000 
from the Gaza Strip will be 
allowed to make foe pilgrimage. 

The minister noted that reg- 
istration for pilgrimage will be 
open until May 20. 

The minister said that a pilgrim 
has to pay JD 356 for travelling 
by airconditioned buses, an 
amount which covers accom- 
modation in foe holy places. The 
pilgrimage process is normally 
organised by foe ministry in 
cooperation with Saudi Arabian 
authorities and local transport 
companies. 


Jordan, Iraq hold talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A follow-up 
committee charged by tbe joint 
Jordan! an- Iraqi Higher Commit- 
tee to implement bilateral agree- 
ments, opened a meeting here 
Saturday to review progress in 
joint projects and to look into 
means of further boosting coop- 
eration in different fields. 

Tbe Jordanian side to foe talks 
was led by Ministry of Industry 
and Trade’s Secretary-General 
Mohammad Saqqaf and foe Iraqi 
side by Dr. Faeq Abul RasbouJ, 
director general of foe Iraqi de- 
velopment fund. 

The two sides reviewed a num- 
ber of steps taken by Amman and 
Baghdad leading towards integra- 
tion and a number of resolutions 


and recommendations being fol- 
lowed up and implemented, 
according to foe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Petra said that foe committee 
decided to set up three sub-com- 
mittees one to deal with railway 
projects, another to look into 
promoting transport in general 
and a third to handle financial 
and trade issues. 

Saqqaf said that the three 
sub-committees have already 
embarked on meetings to discuss 
means of coordination and in- 
tegration in their specialised 
fields. He said that foe joint 
committee .will, resume its meet- 
ings Sunday. According to a com- 
mittee member, proposals for 


building a railway line that would 
link Iraq and Jordan, removing 
obstacles in the path of coopera- 
tion in agricultural and industrial 
fields will be discussed at the 
two-day meeting. 

Iraq has reportedly prepared 
studies on foe railway project 
which would promote and facili- 
tate transport between the two 
countries and that plans were 
being set for linking Iraq with 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and 
Turkey. i 

Tbe Iraqi-Jordanian meeting 
follows dose on foe heels of a 
meeting by the Iraq-Jordan Land 
Transport Company board which 
reviewed the general budget of 
last year and plans for 1989. 



Jordanian and Iraqi delegations Saturday bold 
photo). 


talks at tbe Ministry of Industry and Trade (Petra 


Eiir oparliamentarians end visit 

Educational TV across 
the river discussed 


By Ntywa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Work on televised 
educational programmes for stu- 
dents in the occupied territories is 
due to start soon, according to a 
member of tbe parliamentarian 
association for Euro-Arab coop- 
eration delegation which ended 
their visit to Jordan Saturday. 

“Dr. Ahmed Qatanani (direc- 
tor of the Foreign Ministry’s 
Palestinian affairs department) 
told us that Jordan had no 
opposition to foe principle of 
education on television.’’ said 
head of foe six-member delega- 
tion, Jacques Roger-Machart, at 
a press conference. 

Machart, who is also foe vice 
chairman of foe association which 
has a membership of over 650 
parliament members from 25 
countries including the Council of 
Europe, said that Qatanani ex- 
pressed concern over Israeli 
abuse of Palestinian education in 
foe occupied territories, in par- 
ticular during foe past 17 months. 

Machart said that foe Jorda- 
nian authorities would agree to 
have foe programmes aired on 
Jordan Television (JTV) if foe 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palesti- 
nian Refugees and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
prepare foe educational televi- 
sion package. 

Tbe deputy chief of external 
relations at UNRWA headquar- 
ters in Vienna, William Gaiilart, 
also attending the press confer- 
ence Saturday said that UNRWA 
was ready to embark on such a 
project and that UNRWA “has 
contacted foe PLO" for this pur- 
pose. 

Mohammed Milhem, PLO rep- 
resentative in Jordan, has agreed 
to “ibis alternative form of 
education... all that is left is foe 
technical and practical aspects," 
Gaiilart said. 

“We asked tbe Jordanian gov- 
ernment (about such a project) a 
month ago. now we have received 
our answer,” he said. 

These projects are expected to 
“only help and not solve foe 


education problem” in tbe occu- 
pied territories. The delegation, 
which returned to Amman after a 
two day visit to the occupied 
territories, also expressed serious 
concern with foe education sys- 
tem there. 

Since the intifada began in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, “over 318,000 children and 
teenagers have been deprived of 
their fundamental right to learn,” 
Machart said, adding that sudents 
are prohibited from all forms of 
education, including education at 
home. 

He said that it is unacceptable 
to exert such pressure on a whole 
population through its children, 
their intelligence and their cultu- 
ral upbringing; and that no secur- 
ity pretext or necessity to protect 
Israeli armed forms or civilians 
can justify such deprivation of 
human rights. 

On UNRWA's role in Palesti- 
nians' education Machart said: 
“Despite foe harsh conditions. 
UNRWA has been doing a good 
job in poviding education to 
Palestinians in foe occupied terri- 
tories. 

According to Machart mem- 
bers of foe delegation will request 
their governments press on Israel 
to force it to apply foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention. The con- 
vention, whose applicability to 
foe occupied territories has been 
affirmed many times, protects 
civilian populations under 
occupation. 

“We will ask our governments 
to call on Israel with utmost 
firmness to immediately lift these 
measures which are so obviously 
in contradiction with respect for 
human rights in general and the 
rights of foe child in particular,'’ 
Machart said.- 

During their stay in foe occu- 
pied tenitoires, the delegation 
witnessed many violations of hu- 
man rights other than the closure 
of schools. These included “too 
long curfews, battering of chil- 
dren, destruction of homes, de- 
portation and killing of Palesti- 
nian children,” Machart said. 

If these measures are still main- 
tained by Israelis, “we will request 


that our governments suspend the 
application of all bi-lateral cultu- 
ral agreements which Israel.” 

It is tbe delegation’s belief that 
by emphasising Palestinian de- 
privation of education, “all com- 
munities (in Europe), even the 
Jewish community, will under- 
stand (this violation) and will not 
criticise our position," he con- 
tinued. 

Rafael Estrella, a member of 
foe delegation from Spain, said 
he hoped that by revealing to 
Europeans, who have a high re- 
gard for education, the obstacles 
Palestinian students face, press- 
ure can be placed on Israel to 
remove these obstacles. 

The parliamentarian associa- 
tion, which was established in 
1974, also aims to promote Euro- 
pean/Arab relations, in particular 
peace in foe Middle East. 

As an association, they support 
United Nations resolutions, the 
Geneva declaration and the 
Algeries Palestine National 
Council (PNC) resolutions. They 
also endorse Palestinians right to 
self-determination, the right of 
Israel to exist and an internation- 
al conference under U.N. au- 
spices with all involved parties 
including the PLO, “the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people.” 

Referring to the European 
countries stand on Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's elec- 
tions proposal, Machart said, 
“we thought it was a trick so as 
not to recognise the PLO as the 
Palestinian people's representa- 
tive.'' 

“We agree with the PLO stand, 
which supports the principle of 
elections-not as the end of the 
(peace) process, but the begin- 
ning of it," he said, adding that at 
the end “it is up to the PLO to 
give an answer.” 

As to what foe European coun- 
tries will be doing for peace in the 
region in the coming months, 
Estrella said that these countries 
are “putting arguments on 
Israel.” He believes that under 
foe present circumstances, “foe 
outside can not put conditions.” 


Principals of private schools 
discuss ministry regulations 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
213 principals of private schools, 
nurseries and kindergartens in the 
Greater Amman area gathered at 
foe Ministry of Education Satur- 
day for an important meeting to 
discuss issues pertaining to their 
institutions and foe application 
of regulations set by the ministry. 

Addressing the meeting on be- 
half of the Minister of Education 
was Mr. KhaJed Sheikh, director 
of foe ministry’s general educa- 
tion department who paid tribute 
to foe private schools and their 
role in providing education to 13 
per cent of foe total volume of 
students in the country. 

Sheikh said the 526 kindergar- 
tens and 329 schools in the King- 
dom provide education to more 
than 100,000 students who attain 
high results in the general ex- 
aminations. Sheikh alro referred 
to the good facilities provided to 


students in private schools like 
laboratories, playgrounds and lib- 
raries. 

Sheikh also briefed foe meeting 
on the ministry’s efforts to prom- 
ote education in the Kingdom in 
implementation of resolutions of 
foe 1987 National Educational 
Conference. 

He sqjd that the ministry was 
currently preparing a general 


framework to organise education 
in private schools and to intro- 
duce vocational training as an 
essential subject for the eighth, 
ninth and tenth grades. 

Sheikh also told the meeting 
that the ministiy has embarked 
on providing training for teachers 
in cooperation with Jordanian 
universities. 


JESORS — Resurrecting the retired 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Economic and Soda! Organisa- 
tion for Retired Servicemen 
(JESORS) has invested JD 4 mil- 
lion in agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and development 
projects in addition to JD 

4.070.000 spent on 27 construc- 
tion projects, including schools, 
bousing, storehouses and indust- 
rial compounds in various parts of 
Jordan, according to JESORS 
Director General Ali A1 Ajjour. 

Ajjour said the organisation 
includes 60,000 retired service- 
men and that 76 per cent of them 
are below 50 years of age. 
However, he noted, they re- 
ceive JD 30 million as pension- 
able salaries from foe treasury 
every year. 

JESORS was established in 
1974 by virtue of a Royal Decree 
to organise foe retired service- 
men sector and to enable them to 
contribute to the development 
process in Jordan and to provide 
them with job opportunities in- 
side and ontside the country. 

Regarding the organisation’s 
projects, Ajjour said that the 
organisation has set up a farm for 
egg-laying hens at a cost of JD 

500.000 in addition to another 
farm for broiler chicken at a cost 
of JD 450,000. The organisation 
also runs a milk cows farm, estab- 
lished by foe Ministry of Agricul- 
ture in DcLil area, and has de- 
veloped it to accommodate 650 


cows. The JESORS director 
genera] also noted that foe orga- 
nisation is working on foe de- 
velopment of a fish farm in foe 
Mansheih area in foe north Jor- 
dan Valley, in cooperation with 
the Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) and foe Pension Fund. 
Ajjour stressed that JESORS fo- 
cuses on agricultural projects, 
through exploiting Arab lands for 
rowing grains and fodder in foe 
iia areas where ground water 
exists. 

Regarding industrial projects, 
Ajjour said foe organisation bas 
established an industrial complex 
in the Muqablain area, in the 
outskirts of Amman, including an 
integrated carpentry workshop, 
blacksmjfoy workshop and alumi- 
nium workshop. The organisation 
also set up a dairy product factory 
in DuleD area, which will produce 
sterilised milk for the first time. 

On the organisation’s commer- 
cial projects, £jjour said that the 
organisation owns a number of 
commercial projects, including 10 
buses with a capacity of carrying 
50 people each, operating be- 
tween Irbid and foe Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy, foe Zarqa internal transport 
buses office. Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport taxi, foe fire ex- 
tinguisher charging plant, as well 
as foe carpet and furniture house. 
All these projects aim at finding 
job Opportunities for retired ser- 


vicemen and providing them with 
foe necessary facilities, Ajjour 
noted. 

In its efforts to support retired 
servicemen in the rural areas, the 
organisation also provides fami- 
lies of the martyrs and chose 
wounded in military operations 
or foe deceased with 260 high- 
yielding milk cows. The organisa- 
tion has also provided in-cash 
assistance to the low-income 
families of the retired servicemen 
through foe National Aid Fund. 


The organisation has also man- 
aged to get 25 scholarships to 
Taiwan and West Germany for 
vocational and industrial training. 
The organisation also runs an 
insurance plan, staffed by 50 re- 
tired servicemen. 

On JESORS’ future activities, 
Ajjour said the organisation 
looks forward to increased coop- 
eration with the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and other authorities con- 
cerned with developing animal 
wealth. 


AO AS committee meets 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Organisation of Administrative 
Sciences (AO AS) will Monday 
host the meetings of the work 
team designated by the experts 
committee, which itself was 
formed by the eight-member 
Arab ministerial committee. The 
meetings will study and evaluate 
the branches and units affiliated 
to the specialised Arab organisa- 
tions. 

Participating in the meetings, 
are representatives of Jordan, 
Syria and Algiers, in addition to 
the director general of the Arab 
Organisation of Administrative 
Sciences. 

The Arab Economic and Social 
Council, in its extraordinary 
meeting, held in Amman last 
year, recoiiiu».^Jcd foe cancell- 


ing or merger of a number spe- 
cialised Arab League organisa- 
tions. 


Book 

exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Princess 
Alia College in Amman Saturday 
organised a book exhibition dis- 
playing religious, cultural, histor- 
ical and scientific books as well as 
children's books. 

Also on display for 10 days are 
embroideries and other crafts. 
Ministry of Higher Education's 
Secretary General Ahmad 
Bashaireh opeqed foe exhibition. 
Present were a group of invited 
guests. 



Principals of private schools and kindergartens Saturday meet to 
discuss application of ministry regulation (Petra photo). 

AfLF readmits Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Council of foe Arab International 
■Labour Federation (AILF) has 
decided to fully reinstate the 
membership of Egypt’s Labour 
Union in the AILF to enable it to 
play its role alongside other Arab 
labour unions. 

During its session which was 
held Saturday in Amman under 
the chairmanship of the President 
of foe Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, the AILF decided to 
accept the membership of 
Djibouti's Labour Union and 
blessed the steps undertaken in 
North Yemen to unite the labour 


movement. 

The AILF also held a special 
session to discuss the popular 
uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and to 
unveil the immoral Israeli prac- 
tices being practised against the 
Palestinian people. The AILF ex- 
pressed continued support for 
Arab labourers in the occupied 
territories and stressed the need 
to provide financial and moral 
support to the Palestinian people. 
The Palestine Labour Union 
secretary general had earlier pre- 
sented a detailed report on the 
intifada. 


Basic commodities available 


AMMAN (Petra) — The chiefs 
of chambers of commerce in the 
Kingdom and traders of footstuffs 
held a meeting Saturday at the 
Chamber of Commerce' in Am- 
man and reviewed foe economic 
and supply situation. 

During the meeting. Union of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 


merce President Mohammad 
Asfour said that the basic food- 
s tuffs — namely wheat, sugar, 
rice and meat — are available in 
large quantities and that foe gov- 
ernment shoulders financial re- 
sponsibilities by making vr • 
they arc sold at the leasi . 
prices. 
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Yes to constructive 
dialogue 

CROWN Prince Hassan’s call for a constructive and calm 
dialogue on the economic issues that touched off the recent 
disturbances in some Jordanian cities and towns is an 
exemplary act of statesmanship. To begin with such an 
appeal implies the need by the public to show sensitivity to 
what the government is obligated to do to remedy the 
economic and financial hardships that the country has had 
to endure of late. This appeal Tor cool exchange of views also 
implies that the public as well has a point of view that most 
be addressed within the context of such a projected 
dialogue. This is the rational and sensible way to go about 
defusing the turmoil that erupted in some parts of the 
country in reaction to increases in prices of many commod- 
ities and services. 

Fortunately for the country Prince Hassan has wide 
experiences in economic issues that touch on public well in 
general and the low income groups of societies in particular. 
His deep and thorough involvements in so many internation- 
al fora which deal with hanger, deprivation and the denial 
of basic humanitarian considerations put him in perfect 
place to say his peace on the painful experiences that the 
Kingdom has witnessed of late. Any constructive dialogue 
on how to address these past events must therefore draw 
heavily on the experiences and expertise of His Royal 
Highness. 

The next question that naturally comes up is how to 
organise such a proposed dialogue and on what level and 
forum. There is always the fear that the very people whose 
stomachs pain most from the increase of prices across the 
board may not be adequately represented in a strictly 
formal exchange of views conducted between experts and 
knowledgeable people. In order to fulfil the mandate of any 
such dialogue, efforts must be made to reach out for the real 
people who are affected most by the series of economic 
measures imposed on us by the peculiar economic and fiscal 
conditions. Be that as it may, the anticipated dialogue is 
already off on a good note. By suggesting to the other ride of 
the coin that they may have a point or two. His Royal 
Highness has already made sure that the dialogue will be in 
earnest and bona fide. Thanks and appreciation are 
certainly dne to Prince Hassan. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Jordanian dailies on Saturday discussed the situation in the wake 
of the regrettable incidents in the south and cautioned members 
of the public to adhere to reason and to demonstrate their 
allegiance to the Kingdom and display their readiness to serve the 
higher national interests. A1 Ra'i for its part said that the 
Jordanian family is not used to being affected by events that do 
not reflect its true nature. The Jordanian family realises that the 
recent economic measures aimed to revitalise the national 

I economy and help Jordanians rely more on their own potentials 
and resources, the paper noted. It’said that all citizens realise that 
Jordan has always served as a bastion of national action, 
defending the Arab Nation as a whole, despite the failure by some 
Arab countries to honour their financial commitments. The paper 
I referred to the incidents in the south as limited actions and not 
wide-spreading hostile forces as have been reported. But it noted 
that the way in which people expressed their views was totally 
unacceptable and the noting and incidents can never stop the 
process and the march for development and progress. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily Saturday discusses the situation in 
Afghanistan and says that despite the war in that country, huge 
numbers of refugees have expressed their desire to return home. 
Abdul Rahim Omar says that nearly 60,000 villages in Afghanis- 
tan have been destroyed and the remaining people are facing 
increasing hardships. Even roads, water networks, the crops and 
factories have all been damaged, and it would take a great deal of 
time, effort and money to bring life back to most of the country, 
the writer adds. He says that despite the tragedy, the refugees 
living abroad are determined to return because they believe that 
only the Kabul government can take steps towards re-building the 
country and achieving a lasting peace. The refugees realise now 
that the continuation of the dvil war can only bring about more 
tragedies and sufferings and that through peace and dialogue with 
the government can they achieve their aspired goals, the writer 
concludes. 

A1 Dust orn- daily commented on an official government statement 
issued Friday about the regrettable incidents in the south of the 
country. The paper said that the statement came to shed light on 
j the situation and to remind the citizens of their duty towards their 
country and its interests. The statement made it clear that the 
economic measures taken by the government were the only 
remaining option left; and noted that the members of the public 
\ have to share the national responsibility and shoulder part of the 
; burdens. The paper noted that the Kingdom faces a shortage of 
| hard currency following failure on the part of Arab countries to 
| honour their commitment to Jordan which has huge foreign debts, 
j It said that both the government and people now face the debts 
3 and face a deficit in the balance of payments and the fiscal budget, 
t Therefore, it said, national duty calls on everyone to share the 
“ responsibility and act in the best interest of his country. 


Economic objectives and policies 


THE letter of intent agreed upon 
between the Jordanian govern- 
ment and the ! > international 
Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation 
will not be published soon, pend- 
ing its formal approval by the 
IMF management. However, Dr. 
Hanna Odeh,. the minis ter of 
finance revealed the main objec- 
tives and polities embodied in the 
five year programme, and in the 
segment of the programme relat- 
ing to the remaining eight mouths 
of the current year. 

The objectives of the 1988-1993 
economic and finan cial program- 
me, he said, are five fold: 

(i) To achieve a real average 
growth rate, starting with one per 
cent in 1990, and reaching four 
per cent in 1993. This is not bad, 


and could be an ambitious target, 
relative to the negative economic 
growth sustained in 1988. It is the 
only way to catch up with the 
extremely high growth rate of 
population currently around 3.8 
per cent a year. 

(ii) To reduce price inflation as 
measured by consumer price in- 
dex to a one digit figure as of 
1990. infla tion is estimated to be 
running at 15 to 20 per cent 
annually since October 1988. 

(iii) To reduce die central gov- 
ernment consolidated deficit 
from the current 23.7 per cent of 
GDP to 10 per cent in 1993. 

(iv) To reduce the current 
account deficit through en- 
couragement of domestic produc- 
tion, curbing imports and increas- 


ing exports of goods and services. 

(v) Restoration of confidence 
in the economy and in the current 
exchange rate, which the IMF 
experts were reportedly satisfied 
that it is realistic and defendabie. 
Of course the maintenance of the 
torrent exchange rate of Sl.85 to 
the dinar is dependent on the 
improvement in the balance of 
payments position, and the con- 
tinued external competitiveness 
in the export markets. 

Hie polities which will be em- 
ployed to achieve the above 
objectives fall under the follow-' 
ing headings: 

(i) The promotion of private 
initiative and rigorous manage- 
ment of public sector resources. 

(ii) The improvement in central 


government financing resulting 
from a moderation of expendi- 
tures and an effort to stabilise tax 
revenue in relation to GDP. 

(in) Interest rate flexibility will 
be used to regulate credit to the 
private sector and contribute to 
reducing inflationary pressures. 

(iv) Exchange rate flexibility 
will be guided by the need to 
maintain external competitive- 
ness and to promote structural 
adjustment. The real effective 
exchange rate will be maintained 
at the current level. 

(v) The incomes policy will 
remain cautious, reflecting prog- 
ress in reducing inflation and 
unemployment, wages will not 
be allowed to rise faster than 
growth of productivity. 


(vi) Pricing policy will be over- 
hauled to ensure efficient use of 
resources; governmental services 
and products will be priced to 
reflect development in costs. 

(vii) Foreign trade will be liber- 
alised. Trade to be influenced by 
incentives and. tariffs but not 
quotas and restrictions. 

' (yin) In npro v in g the manage- 
ment of public sector enterprises . 
to become self-financing and 
more autonomous in manage- 
ment on the baas of criteria of 
economic efficiency. 

In the remaining part of 1989 
the revenues of the budget will be 
increased by JD 39 million and 
the expenditure reduced by JD 19 
milli on, thus deficit will be re- 
duced by JD 58 million 1 Bank 


credit to the private and public 
sectors will be restricted, tourism 
encouraged and foreign trade 
managed properly to improve ba- 
lance of trade. 

The government started to take 
action within the above lines. The 
JD 39 million extra revenue were 
secured through the controversial 
price increases declared early last 
week. Hotel accommodation 
pricing was floated by fixing mini- 
mum rate and leaving manage- 
ment to charge any higher rate if 
the market can take it. The Cen- 
tral Bank is supposed to be work- 
ing on regulation to curb audit 
and set ceilings. Perhaps the level 
of credit on April 30, 1989 win be 
the starting point. 


‘Philby felt co mmunis m had returned to true roots’ 


By Michael Conlon 

Reuter 

CHICAGO — Kim Philby died a 
happy man and unrepentant spy 
last year, feeling Mikhail Gor- 
bachev had returned to the Com- 
munist ideals that lured him into 
becoming a Soviet agent, accord- 
ing to the author of a new book. 

Phillip Knightley, the last 
Western journalist to interview 
Philby before his death last May 
in Moscow at the age of 76, said 
the one-time British intelligence 
officer was a dedicated Commun- 
ist to the end wbo missed . little 
of life in the West save English 
mustard and London gossip 
Knightley's book on Philby. 
“The Master Spy,” has been pub- 
lished, or will be soon, m the 
United States, Britain, Holland, 
Israel, Spain and Japan. 

“He felt that what was happen- 
ing (under Gorbachev’s domestic 


reforms) now was the Commun- 
ism that he devoted himself to 
and committed hims elf to when 
be was 21 , and what had occurred 
in between was the aberration,” 
Knightley told Reuters in a recent 
interview. 

“He said it became dear that 
some nasty thing s bad occurred 
tinder (Soviet leader Josef) Sta- 
tin, but elected to hang on in 
mere hoping or confident that the 
principles of the revolution would 
outlive the monstro si ties of one 
mdrvidual 

“And that was the faith he felt 
had been justified... Phflby said 
they’d gotten back to true Com- 
munism.” 

Philby betrayed secrets to the 
Soviet Union tot 30 years and 
wreaked untold damag e on West- 
ern intelligence services before 
fleeing to Moscow in 1963. He 
was the mainstay of a three-man 
spy ring that had its origins at 


Japan premier in 
trouble but no 
substitute in sight 


By Wahei Sakurai 

Reuter 

TOKYO — With the Recruit 
scandal ballooning out of control, 
everyone agrees that ‘Japanese! 
Prime Minister Noborh Takeshita 
is in trouble. 

The problem is that no one can 
think of a replacement. 

All the possible candidates are 
either tainted by die scandal or 
else are too old or too young to 
be considered. 

Takeshita’s popularity rating is 
scraping rock-bottom, the 
opposition is screaming for his 
resignation and many younger 
members of the ruling liberal 
Democratic Party are worried 
they will lose their parliamentary 
seats if something isn’t done. 

Political analysts agree the Re- 
cruit affair, involving massive 
payments by the Recruit Com- 
pany to public figures, including 
most of the LDP leadership, has 
destroyed Takeshita’s chance of 
gaining a second two-year term as 
party head in October. 

They say it is also increasingly 
likely that he wfll be forced to 
resign before his term ends de- 
spite his apparent determination 
to tough it out. 

But the question still remains: 
If not Takeshita, then wbo? 

Takeshita won the premiership 
in 1987 over two other candidates 
— Kiichi Miyazawa, then finance 
minister, and former Foreign 
Minister Shintaro Abe, both 
leaders of large factions within 
the LDP. 

Miyazawa lost any chance of 
replacing Takeshita when he was 
forced to resign in last December 
as a result of his involvement in 
the Recruit scandal. 

Abe was therefore the leading 
contender — until last Friday 
when newspapers reported that 
his wife had been receiving a 
monthy “adviser's fee" from Re- 
cruit for several years. 

Abe admitted the reports were 
true, adding that be had also 
received contributions from Re- 
cruit. He refused to say bow 
much they amounted to' or give 
further details but said the pay- 
ments were legal. 

Nevertheless, political analysts 
say the revelations also virtually 
ruled Abe out of the race for the 
succession, at least for the time 
being. 

Former premier Yasuhiro 
Nakasonc, who served from 1983 
to 1967, is known to have nurtured 
hopes for a return to office — 
until he was linked to the Recruit 
scandal. 

Parliament has been stalled for 
more than a month by opposition 
demands that Nakasone testify oo 
his links to RecrniL He has re- 
fused. 

The next. posable candidate 
analysts turn to are the LDP 


elders, particularly' Masayoshi 
Ito, 75, who briefly served as 
acting prime minister in 1980. 

Ito, a senior member of the 
Miyazawa faction and chair m a n 
of the LDP executive council, is 
influential, respected and, mostly 
importantly, untainted by the Re- 
cruit scandal. But there are some 
reports that he is in poor health. 

Former prime minister Takeo 
Ftikuda, 84, has also been men- 
tioned as a possible stand-in. 

An outside possibility is Miduo 
Watanabe, 65, who has held a 
number of key cabinet posts but 
is noted for Us verbal blunders 
and political analysts think it un- 
likely the party would give 
him die job at such a sensitive 
time. 

If a party elder were chosen, he 
would simply be 'a caretaker while 
the party sorted out its affaire. 

The Asahi Shimbun quoted 
opposition sources as saying 
Takeshita was likely to step down 
after this year's budget passes 
through parliament, expected r 
May, ana before upper hou& 
elections in August. 

According to the sources, the 
successor to Takeshita would 
be... a “surprise candidate.” 




For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 6046% 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takeaway is awfeHaM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638969 


Cambridge Uniyersity in the ear- 
ly 1930s. 

His partners, Guy Burgess and 
Donald MacLean, were un- 
masked 12 years before Philby 
was revealed as the “third man.” 

Phflbv’s duDhdtv was especial- 
ly devastating because he was in 
charge of Soviet intelligence for 
the British and ' at one time was 
thought to be in line to head his 
country’s entire intelligence op- 
eration. 

Knightley, a special correspon- 
dent for London’s Sunday Times 
for 21 years, interviewed Philby 
over the coarse of several days 
beginning in January 1988. Philby 
died on May 11. 

Asked if he thought Philby 
to the interview after 
avoiding Western reporters for 
years, because he wanted to ex- 
plain himself, Knightley said: 

“I think he wanted to explain 
himself, yes. Two or three pieces 


By Paul Mqjendie 

Reuter 

BELFAST — Irish revolutionary 
leader Gerry Adams says yon 
cannot shoot, bomb and terrorise 
one million Northern Ireland 
Protestants into joining a united 
Ireland. 

But he argues fervently that 
British withdrawal from the north-*.' 
and an end to partition would ■■ 
rapidly give those Protestants an 
effective voice in an islandwide 
republic. 

The leader of the IRA's politic- 
al wing insists “resolution of the' 
conflict would free Unionists 
from their historic laager mental- 
ity and would grant them real 
security instead .of tenure based 
on repression and triumphalism.” 

The Sinn Fein president, laying 
out his political credo in a new 
book entitled Pathway to Peace, 
stresses in the runup to next 
month’s local elections is the 
north “we do not intend to turn 
back the pages of history or dis- 
possess the loyalists.” 

Northern Ireland offers one of 
history’s most insoluble equations 
— one million Protestants out- 
number Catholics two-to-one in 
the north, but would be outnum- 
bered. four-to-one in a united 
Ireland. 

That insoluble equation has . 
cost almost 3,000 lives in North- 
ern Ireland’s 20-year-old political 
and sectarian conflict, already six 
years older than Lebanon's 
bloody civil war. 

Adams, whose critics argue 
that his support for Irish Republi- 


in papers and books and every- 
thing had got to him... He said he 
enjoyed (spy novelist) John le 
Carre’s first one or two books and 
•then le Carre had made every- 
thing far too complicated. 

“He couldn't follow the books, 
and be said they were all unlike 
any intelligence operation he’d' 
ever been involved in and he 
thought le Carre had wandered 
away from the real world. Bat 
some of the thing s le Carre had 
written about... had hurt him. He 
wanted to say something in de- 
feme of himself. , 

“And then there’d been a piece 
in Canadian paper which abso- 
lutely stunned him, that said he 
was ill and broke and wandering 
the streets of Moscow and de- 
sperate to get back to Britain. I 
• think that was the lever be used 
to persuade the KGB to let him 
see me.” 

In the book Knightley gives a 


glimpse of Philby living a com- 
fortable life, happy with his 
fourth wife, Rufa. 

He said the interview was also 
the result of 20 years of letter 
writing during which Knightley 
sought the story. 

“I think I wore him down,” he 
said. “I think when he realised he 
was ill and might die he thought 
he might like to have a few 
words.” 

Knightley said Philby admitted 
to having second thoughts during 
the years that Leonid Brezhnev 
was the Soviet leader, saying it 
was a stultifying period “that 
made him wonder whether he'd 
made die right decision. ” 

Philby’s standing in Soviet in- 
telligence circles picked up a gain 
when Yuri Andropov, for whom 
he once worked, assumed power. 

“When Gorbachev arrived, be 
was absolutely ’ delighted.” 
Knightley said of Philby. “I think 


Protestants cannot 
be bombed into 
united Ireland 

sin Army guerrillas perpetuates - Next month’s local elections 

j A-MMNtViie fha njwmv cave a Aw 


can Army guerrillas perpetuates - 
and aggravates the agony, says 
“you cannot bomb, shoot, terro- 
rise a milli on screaming, kicking 
Protestants into an Irish republic 
against their will.” 

But he argues that the prob- 
lems of this divided and tragic 
island are bedevilled by ampli- 
fication. aad exaggeration. 

Hfe reasons that Unionists, de- 
prived of British support and 
facing a united Ireland, could 
“quickly adapt themselves to the 
idea of equal citizenship and 
rbrim for themselves an effective 
democratic voice in the r unning 
of their own country.” 
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are a crucial test of support for 
Sinn Fein among the Irish 
Nationalists in the province. 

The IRA’s political wing, 
which is fielding 95 candidates, 
was gravely embarrassed last 
week when the guerrilla group 
had to offer its “sincerest apolo- 
gies” for killing a 20-year-old 
Catholic woman in a botched 
attack on a police station. 

Joanne Reilly, killed in the 
picturesque border town of War- 
re npoint that is predominantly 
Nationalist, was the 29th person 
to be killed by mistake in the past 


“Northern Ireland offers one of history’s most 
Insoluble equations — one million Protestants 
outnumber Catholics two-to-one in the north, but 
would be outnumbered four-to-one in a united 
Ireland.” 


turn towards disaster.” 

He says of Unionist politicians 
“their refusal to enter into dia- 
logue with anyone and their dis- 
illusiomnent with the British gov- 
ernment is producing a momen- 


18 months by the IRA. 

The bungled attack prompted a 
speedy statement from Adams, 
who is eager to widen bis revolu- 
tionary party’s base of support 
among Nationalists and curtly 
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he died a happy man. His new 
wife obviously meant a lot to him 
and he was back in the centre of 
attention again.” 

Of the era in which die spy was 
born, Knightley said: 

“It was a genuinely unique 
period, an aberration in British 
society. You can’t fault him poli- 
tically for the way that be saw the 
world when he was 21 years of 
age. 

“Fascism was on the . march 
everywhere... All the democratic 
parties were just wilting before 
the rise of fasasm and it looked 
as . if a lot of the British/ruling 
c la ss were quite happy to have a 
fascist regime. The only party 
really standing up were the Com- 
munists. 

“He wasn't the only one. Quite 
a lot of young men at that time, 
who later changed their minds, 
now when they’re frank say they 
almost took the same path.” 


urged the IRA to be more 
careful. % j 

A dams , at present fighting for 
the I5th time -to get the U.S. 
State Department to give him a 
visa to visit the United States and 
present his party’s case there, 
now has a public platform in the 
north that had been lost to him 
for six months. 

In a major' security damp-' 
down, the British government de- 
cided last year to impose a media 
ban on all politicians who publidy 
supported guerrilla violence in 
die north. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher said they should be - 
starved of what she called, “the 
oxygen of publidty.” 

When the ban was temporarily 
lifted last week as canvassing got 
under way for the local elections, 
one of the first moves Sinn Fein 
leaders had to make was to ex- 
press publidy their regret and 
anger over the bungled Warren- 
point bombing. 

With his pipe and tweed jacket, 
die bearded Adams looks more 
like a mild-mannered professor 
than a fiercely committed revolu- 
tionary leader. 

But there is no mistaking that 
revolutionary fervour in his book 
where be says of the 20-year-old 
battle by Nationalists to win bet- 
ter jobs, education and housing 
“the dvil rights demands put the 
British state to a test. 

“The state failed to test and 
reacted withjerrorism against the 
modest and moderate demands 
being put to it. In 1969, the state 
died.” 
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Malaria epidemic rages in 
the Brazilian Amazon 


By Miriam - Jordan 

Reuter 

SAO PAULO — A malaria 
epidemic is raging among 
thousands of migrants fleeing 
urban poverty to seek a better life 
m the Brazilian Amazon. 

“Malaria has become hell in 
the Amazon,” said Marcos 
Bo ul os, a leading B razilian ex- 
pen on the disease. 

“Some families arrive here 
with 10 members and leave with 
three,” said Sergio Andrade, a 
doctor in the Amazon town of 
Ariquemes. 

“There’s no targetted project 
to fight it," said Boulos. “Health 
is not a government priority and 
there is no money for it.” 

Last yegx 600,000 malaria cases 
were recorded in the vast forest 
region by Sucam, the tropical 
disease arm of Brazil's health 
ministry. 

“If you add j o the Sucam figure 
the ncftPfSpSfmd cases, they will 
probably total one million,” said 
Boulos. 

In 1970, when bulldozers began 
clearing the jungle for the trans- 
Amazonian highway there were 

52,000 malaria cases. By 19%), 


160,000 cases were reported. 

Tile thousands who answered a 
government call to settle in the 
Amazon, a vast area rich in re- 
sources, found land and gold but 
few medical facilities. 

“The government said go there 
and the land is yours. There was 
no soda! planning, no sanitation. 
Malaria exploded. Many 
thousands of people, died,” 
Boulos said. 

Sucam has not calculated the 
death toll for 1988. but based on 
an average mortality rate of one 
to two per cent, Boulos estimates 
that between 6,000 and 10,000 
people died of malaria in the 
Amazon last year. 

Of the two strains of malaria, 
vivax and falciparum, the second, 
more deadly has gained ground in 
the migrants' precarious living 
and working conditions, particu- 
larly in gold rush areas along the 
rivers. 

“Man invaded the mosquito’s 
house. The prospector stands 
half-naked in still water from 
dawn to dusk. He’s the closest 
prey and has replaced the monk- 
ey. rat and chicken,” said Boulos. 

Ariquemes, a tin-mining and 
agricultural town of 180,000 in 
Rondonia state, recorded 90,000 


cases last year. - 

Andrade said 70 percent of the 
town's population had had malar- 
ia at least once. Many get it 
repeatedly. 

“It’s a fact of life. They fall in 
and out of malaria,” he said. 

Donald Sawyer, an American 
sociologist who has studied 
malaria in the Amazon since 
1983, said the disease devastated 
entire families. 

’There are families facing 15 
cases of malaria a year. Tbey 
can't be successful as farmers and 
have to spend the money they 
earn treating the disease," he 
said, adding they were reluctant 
to leave cherished plots of band. 

The numerous towns in the 
Amazon boast few public hospit- 
als. Ariquemes has one public 
hospital with 50 beds and five 
private ones. 

Sawyer cited reports of malaria 
treatments costing hundreds of 
dollars. Boulos described desper- 
ate malaria victims in the gold- 
fields who paid for treatment with 
pure gold. 

Experts said Sucam was ill- 
equipped to deal with the influx 
of migrants settling in the forest 
to eke out a living as Brazil’s 
economic woes persist. 


“To stop malaria we’d need 
one Sucam worker per inhabi- 
tant We’d have' to educate the 
entire population, teach them 
new habits, build them new 
houses,” said Manuel Lira, re- 
gional director of Sucam in Ari- 
quemes. 

Ariquemes has 180 Sucam 
technicians who spray homes with 
insecticide give advice, test for 
and tx€at!xrialaria. 

Goldpanners* makeshift homes 
of palm or plastic sheets are easily 
penetrated by the malaria-car- 
rying mosquito. 

People fish and bathe at dawn 
or dusk, when the risk of mos- 
quito bites is greatest. 

The sheer size of the Amazon 
region — five milli on square 
kuometres — creates its own 
problems. 

“One sees Sucam workers 
loaded down with packs, sup- 
plies, pumps and buckets walking 
miles on foot in the tropical sun 
and nun,” Sawyer said. 

He said the agency was subject 
to severe budget controls im- 
posed by the federal government 
under austerity measures to cut 
public spending. Brazil is de- 
veloping world's biggest debtor, 
owing SI 15 billion. 


“We are seeing a regression in 
Brazil’s health. A poor country 
with healthy people can fight on. 
But a poor country with sick 
people can only die. It has no 
strength to pay debts," Boulos 
said. 

* 

Sawyer said Brazil needed a 
tow-cost, self-help .strategy to 
control malaria. With World 
Health Organisation funding, he 
and a research team are devising 
a programme to combat malaria 
in the Amazon. 

“There are settlements in the 
Amazon without malaria. They 
are organised by big companies. 
But when the poor migrants 
move in, there’s an explosive 
epidemic," said Sawyer. 

Sawyer’s team is trying to iden- 
tify what malari a-free communi- 
ties do that affected communities 
can copy. 

“We can’t expect people to 
build brick homes with screens 
and have piped water but we 
want to identify and promote 
self-help measures on a large 
scale,’' he said. 

Simple factors like site selec- 
tion and clearing vegetation 
around a home were vital, he 
noted. 




Body- hunters 
export skeletons 


By R^jendra Bsupai 

Reuter 

CALCUTTA — Calcutta, India’s 
largest city, is known for its 
slums, teeming by day and 
crowded by night with hundreds 
of street sleepers — but it has 
another, even more dubious dis- 
tinction. 

It is believed to be the world’s 
largest exporter of human skulls 
and skeletons. 

Until 1985 when the trade was 
banned, the government allowed 
the export of skeletons to medical 
colleges. Now the sales are 
shrouded in secrecy. 

Body-hunters dig up graves or 
bribe morgue officials to get their 
hands on unclaimed bodies. 

Local newspapers say undam- 
aged skeletons, which can fetch 
as much as $650, are sect across 
the border to Bangladesh before 


being despatched by air or sea to 
their ultimate destinations. 

Senior police officer Kamlesb 
Roy said most bodies came from 
cemeteries and from other dis- 
tricts of West Bengal or neigh- 
bouring Bihar state to exporters 
based in Calcutta. 

The Statesman newspaper esti- 
mated some 70,000 skeletons, 
mostly from poverty-stricken 
neighbouring states, pour into 
Calcutta each year. 

It said that in 1987 about 

15,000 skeletons and 50,000 hu- 
man skulls were sent overseas 
despite the ban. 

The value of exports from Cal- 
cutta was estimated by the Statesman 
at SI .6 million and all Indian trade at 
$4 million. 

Officials say they have no sta- 
tictics on the subject 

Gururaja Rao, an official of 
the import-export licensing de- 


THE FRENCH BALLET 


As stars, ballerinas or simple 
^extras, the 152 dancers in the 
.Paris Opera's ballet troupe feel 
deeply privileged to belong to 
one of the world’s most presti- 
gious ballets. It also happens to 
be arguably the oldest, since it 
:an trace its ancestry back to the 
Royal Academy founded at Louis 
ire XIVs wish in 1661. The 
Dpera’s troupe has always pre- 
dated a judicious mix of classical 
jailer and contemporary dance, 
ind Rudolph Nourecv, its famed 
lirector snce 1983, has done 
:verything to keep it that way. 


Recently it reconstituted scores 
from the 17th century and per- 
formed works of established con- 
temporary figures like Jose 
Limon and Anthony Tudor, just 
as it performed ballets by such 
neo-classical masters as Serge 
Lifer and Georges Balanchine, 
alongside highly experimental 
choreography by newcomers 
from around the world. Indeed, 
the Opera’s ballet, more than any 
other temple of French culture, 
has gained from its capacity to 
absorb trends from the outside 
world. . 



partment, said: “The trade has 
been banned since 1985. 1 do not 
know how the exports are taking 
place.” 

But some cases come to light. 
The Telegraph newspaper re- 
ported that a group of youngsters 
returning home near Calcutta last 
year heard strange noises coming 
from a morgue. 

In a dingy, blood-spattered 
room, they found a man sur- 
rounded by 13 severed heads. A 
heap of flesh lay near him. The 
man was skinning the heads. 

After he was handed over to 
police he confessed his father sold 
the skulls to contacts in the city. 

Doctors working at Calcutta 
morgues denied unclaimed 
bodies were being sold to expor- 
ters. 

“It is a feet that those who are 
in the racket may have connec- 
tions with morgues," said A. 
Nandy, a senior doctor at the 
medical college morgue. 

But be said he believed there 
had been no “leakages” of bodies 
from his morgue, which be said 
followed established government 
rules for disposing of unclaimed 
corpses. 

Nandy’s morgue handles up to 
1,200 bodies a year, of which 
abont 300 to 400 are unidentified 
and unclaimed. They are handed 
ovct to the Calcutta corporation 
for disposal. 

“Theoretically there should be 
no skeletons (available),” he 
said. 

“But this is a clandestine busi- 
ness. I have heard of incidents 
where beggars have been killed 
for tbeir skeletons,” Nandy said. 


Test tube fusion — worry persists! 


By Yann Tessier 
Reuter 

PARIS — Scientists testing a 
dramatic claim that nuclear fu- 
sion had occurred in a simple 
test-tube, raising hopes of bound- 
less cheap energy, are puzzled by 
conflicting evidence. 

The discovery, claimed last 
month by a British and American 
scientific team, would oversha- 
dow years of international effort 
to generate fusion by creating 
laboratory temperatures hotter 
than the sun. 

But researchers who rushed to 
duplicate the experiment by Bri- 
ton Martin Fleischmann and 
American Stanley Pons have 
come up with apparently conflict- 
ing answers to toe suggestion that 
nuclear fusion, the energy of the 
stars, had indeed taken place at 
room temperature. 

The Italian state nuclear ener- 
gy bodyvJENEA, said this week its 
laboratory: -respected among sci- 
entists worldwide, produced . a 
nuclear reaction several times 
greater than in previous attempts 
around the world. 

But in France, a team using 
some of the world’s most adv- 
anced detection equipment said it 
had yet to come up with any hard 
proof. “Experiments are still in 
progress ImL *e have yet to come 
up with anything spectacular," 
said one of the researchers who 
asked not to be named. 

The Fleischnrann-Pons experi- 
ments are also reported to have 
been replicated by teams in Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia, the Soviet 
Union and Brazil. 

“The experiments are compa- 
ratively simple, so we shall soon 
know whether or not there is 
something in it," U.S. physicist 
Kenneth Fowler said. 

Fowier, a fusion specialist at 
the Lawrence Livermore Nation- 
al Laboratory in California, told 
reporters during a visit to Paris 
that if cold fiision was a reality it 
was too early to speculate about 
industrial applications. 

Scientists would like it to be 
true, but there was great sceptic- 
ism among his colleagues, he 
said. 

For nearly 40 years, physicists 
have pursued fusion as the 
answer to mankind's energy 
problems, a technology that 
would put present-day nuclear 
fission reactors on the scrapheap. 

In fission, atoms yield up their 
energy when they are split. 

In fusion, energy is released 
when atoms fuse together. But 
the process has yet to be taken 
beyond the realm of experimental 
reactors so expensive that coun- 
tries have had to dub together to 
afford them. 

Robert Aymar, fusion research 
director at France’s Atomic Ener- 
gy Authority, was critical of the 
Fledschmann-Pons results. 

“They found something, but 
it’s not at all sure it was fusion,” 
he added. The results posed more 
questions than they answered, 
and more experiments needed to 
be done. 

Yet the prospects are tanta- 
lising. 


Fusion's raw material deuter- 
ium, a special type of hydrogen, 
is cheap and abundant in sea 
water. One litre of sea water 
potentially could produce 300 
times as much energy as a litre of 
petrol. 

To date, fusion research has 
concentrated on heating deuter- 
ium atoms to over 100 million 
degrees Centigrade — like the 
heat inside a hydrogen bomb 
blast — to overcome the natural 
forces that keep them apart and 
allow them to fuse. 

Fleischmann and Pons not only 
suggested the whole thing could 
be done at room temperature but 
that four times more energy was 
obtained from tbeir reaction than 


was put in — a goal that has 
eluded conventional fusion re- 
searchers. 

Fleischmann and Pons’ experi- 
ments passed an electrical current 
through platinum and palladium 
electrodes dipped into a solution 
of salt and “heavy water" — r in 
which deuterium atoms replace 
hydrogen in the water molecule. 

According to the two, deuter- 
ium atoms fused as they crowded 
into a microscopic lattice struc- 
ture in the palladium electrode. 

“As we understand it, if it had 
been a classic case of fusion any- 
one standing near the experiment 
would have had radiation sick- 
ness within a few hours,” Fowler 
said, explaining that neutrons and 


radiations would be reaction by- 
products. 

He said the cold fusion experi- 
ments should have produced 10 
billion more neutrons than were 
actually measured. 

“What we can’t understand is 
how cold fusion can be nuclear, 
but not observable as such,” be 
said. 

Last week, several U.S. labor- 
atories said they had been unable 
to detect high levels of neutrons, 
proof fusion was taking place. 

And one which did, the Geor- 
gia Institute of Technology, later 
questioned its findings when it 
said the heat given off by the 
reaction could have affected 


accuracy of their readings. 

Other duplication efforts, at 
Moscow University, Georgia 
Tech, and in Hungary have 
yielded conflicting results. 

But the ENEA team said on 
April 18 it had obtained several 
hundred times background levels 
of protons, the highest so far, by 
using the metal titanium and a 
gaseous form of deuterium. 

Some scientists, like professor 
Ian Fells of Britain’s Norwich 
University, feel the phenomenon 
might be a mixture of fission and 
a chemical reaction. “What is 
dear is that a lot more experi- 
mentation needs to be done,” he 
told reporters. 




Opium poppy farmers 
thrive in Turkey 


• By John Owen-Davies' 

Reuter 

BOLVADIN — Mehmet Baser 
looks on happily as his wife and 
daughter tend young opium pop- 
py plants in a field overshadowed 
by Turkey’s craggy Anatolian 
peaks. 

These are good days for an 
estimated 200,000 Turkish fami- 
lies earning a living with state 
blessing from a business dating 
back some 4,000 years to the 
early Hittites. 

After a brief U.S.-inspired 
poppy growing ban in the 1970s 
to remove the stigma of involve- 
ment in drug trafficking, Turkey 
is now a leader in the legal 
poppy-based painkiller market. 

“We took about 25 per cent of 
the world market of some 225 
tonnes last year. We are the 
biggest producer of morphine and 
opium alkaloid derivatives,” 
Namik Kemal Aral an, director of 
the Turkish opiates board, told 
reporters. 

Atalan said Turkey, with major 
customers in the United States 
and Western Europe, was seek- 
ing markets in Africa and the Far 
East and hoped to outrun a major 


competitor, Australia. 

This year’s poppy capsule crop 
from 40,000 hectares of central 
Anatolian land is likely to be 
some way below an initial esti- 
mate of 15,000 tonnes because of 
frost. 

“We have sufficient stocks," 
said Ahmet Ozgunes, chairman 
of the state-run Turkish grain 
board which oversees the opiates 
board and its $90-million alka- 
loids factory at Bolvadin with an 
annual capacity to process 20,000 
tonnes of capsules. 

In a high-security room of the 
factory, 220 kilometres southwest 
of Ankara, 31 tonnes of pow- 
dered light brown raw morphine 
is stored in white plastic bags tied 
with string. 

“Each kilogramme is sold legally 
for a minimum of $185 but for a 
trafficker, one of these 25 
kilogramme bags would ears 
enough to build an apartment 
block in Istanbul,” a factory 
source said. 

He said the total stock of 31 
tonnes, guarded by steel doors 
and scanned by television camer- 
as, had an illegal street value of 
some S3 billion in Turkey alone. 

The factory, opened in 1982, is 


surrounded by a high wire fence 
and army-type frontier observa- 
tion posts overlooking bleak 
Anatolian peaks. Its 450 workers 
are searched regularly. 

Turkey is a transit area for 
more than 50 per cent of the 
smuggled heroin, produced from 
base morphine, which finds its 
way to Europe from poppy fields 
in Iran and Afghanistan. 

“There has been virtually no 
problem with illicit poppy growth 
in Turkey since the government 
lifted the growing ban in 1974," a 
Western narcotics expert said. 

“When TUrkey signed the 1971 
agreement (to stop poppy grow- 
ing), illicit growth stopped. It 
shows that if a government wants 
to stop it, it can,” he added. 

Para-military gendarmerie 
troops and helicopters watch the 
poppy fields, especially from the 
time the distinctive white and 
purple flowers bloom in May to 
the late summer harvest. 

Fanners are banned from car- 
rying out the centuries-old 
method of drawing opium gum 
from the poppy pod by incision. 

Dried pods are harvested only 
after it has been determined that 
they have not been incised. Seeds 


are extracted mainly for new 
crops and cooking oil and the 
shells enter the factory. 

Apart from morphine, the fac- 
tory produces derivatives such as 
codeine and exports poppy seeds, 
soi^ht by some countries for pas- 
try decoration and the soap and 
perfume industry. 

Fanner Baser, who also has 
wheat fields, said be hoped to 
produce 150 kilogrammes of pop- 
py straw from one field this year, 
for which he would receive 36 
cents a kilogramme from the 
state, double the 1988 rate. 

“We have had no addiction in 
this area. They are basically a 
happy people,” said Ozgunes, 
'standing in Baser's field in the 
main poppy growing province of 
afyon — “opium" in Turkish. 

In an apparent attempt to in- 
crease market share, Turkey cut 
raw morphine prices to about 
$150 a kilogramme a few years 
ago. But it later agreed to a base 
of some $185, Atalan said. 

Turkey's main competitors are 
Australia’, India, France, the 
Netherlands, Hungary and Bri- 
tain and the United States — the 
last two producing poppies 
through firms in Australia. 
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Economy 



‘Bull’ returns to Wall Street 

NEW YORK (AP) — Ffrandal markets staged a 
powerful comeback Friday from a brief scare that an 
interest rate ^Increase in West Germany would 
trigger a spiral of rising rates around the world. 




Stock prices leaped in late trad- 
ing and bonds rose after Thurs- 
day’s modest sell-off, which came 
after West Germany announced 
it would raise key interest rates to 
Stave Off inflation. 

The fear Thursday was that 
West Germany’s action could 
prompt other nations to raise 
their own rates in order to keep 
global money from flowing out of 
their currencies. 

That concern eased Friday as 
investors concluded that the 
Federal Reserve, the U.S. central 
bank, would not necessarily push 
U.S. interest races higher. 

“I think what the markets are 
telling us is that this was a tem- 
porary scare and the underlying 
tone of the markets is construc- 
tive,'' said Michael Metz, a man- 
aging director and investment 
strategist at Oppenheimer and 
Co. financial firm. 

The Dow Jones average of 30 
industrials jumped 32.08 to 
2,409.46 after having fallen 9.53 
points Thursday. 

The rise, accelerated by prog- 
ramme trading, brought the aver- 
age to its highest point since the 
October 1987 crash. 

In the credit market, the yield 
on the treasury’s benchmark 30- 
year bond dipped back below 
nine per cent, which it bad ex- 
ceeded Thursday. 

West Germany is historically 
fearful of inflation. Its moves to 
dampen price increases by tight- 
ening the screws on its own eco- 
nomy have often sent ripples 
through the world economy. 

Indeed, the Netherlands, Au- 
stria and Denmark followed the 
Germans Thursday iu raising 
rates, keeping their nations' 
securities attractive to investors. 

But the U.S. central bank has 
apparently concluded that it does 
not need to raise U.S. rates, even 
if the failure to do so causes 
money to flow abroad and the 
dollar to fall, Metz said. 

The Federal Reserve places 
more importance on the state of 
the U.S. economy than on the 
dollar’s level and has apparently 
concluded that the level of U.S. 
inflation does not justify higher 
rates, he said. 

Some investment analysts say 
the West Germans are right to be 
vigilant and that the United 
States could be in for a crisis if it 
does not sqnelch inflation now. 

“We’re riding along on a wave 
of liquidity-inspired euphoria," 
said Samuel Thorne Jr., manag- 
ing director for fixed-income 
portfolio management at Scud- 
der, Stevens and Clark Inc. in 
Boston. 

Although West Germany’s in- 
flation rate remains low by world 
standards — three per cent year- 
over-year at the consumer level in 
the latest tally — the nation’s 
factory usage rate is at a 16-year 
high and economic growth is run- 
ning above normal. 

Those factors prompted Thurs- 
day's announcement of increases 
in the German central bank lend- 
ing rates, said Nicholas Sargen, 
an international economist at 
Salomon Brothers Inc. in New 
York. 

Peter Canelo, Bear Stearns Co. 
investment strategist, said the 
market resumed its uptrend 
“once you had the panic in the oil 
market subside and it looked like 
the (interest) rate increases were 
not going to catch on." 

Describing the swell in trading 
volume as a good sign, Canelo 
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said: “It tells us the bull market is 
back in force.” 

New York Stock Exchange 
muQs 24-hour trading 

Meanwhile, the venerable New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE), 
long a bastion of resistance to the 
global push toward 24-hour 
securities trading, said Friday it is 
studying ways of developing a 
system of off-hours transactions. 

The admission by the 198-year- 
old NYSE was viewed as a reac- 
tion to moves by competing stock 
exchanges to implement fully 
computerised round-the-clock 
trading systems that could siphon 
away business from Wall Street. 

Under computerised trading, 
shares of stock can be traded 
electronically when the exchange 
floor is shut down, via program- 
mes that automatically match up 
buyers and sellers for various 
securities. 


NYSE spokesman Richard Tor- 
rcnzano said the exchange plans 
to diwiM the issue with custom- 
ers, traders, institutional inves- 
tors, listed companies and secur- 
ities finns. 

“What we’re saying is in the 
next six to 24 months we'll be 
looking at a number of different 
things," Torrenzano said. 

“We're not sure there is 
enough demand to make the 
NYSE go to 24-hour trading," he 
said. “We have to go out and talk 
to all the various parties in the 
market. Based on those needs 
and demands, the NYSE will be 
very responsive and committed." 

The tiny Cincinnati Stock Ex- 
change last month announced 
plans to implement computerised 
24-hour trading in the next 19 
months. 

The Toronto Stock Exchange, 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange and 
other markets overseas have in- 
troduced at least partially auto- 
mated execution systems and 
have been open to the concept of 
harnessing technology to give in- 
vestors the option of buying or 
selling at any time. 


Highlighting JAMPCO operations 

Abu Hassan analyses farming sector 

mazketing of locally produced 
ps, establish and manage pro- 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The Jordan 
Agriculture Marketing and Pro- 
cessing Company (JAMPCO) has 
succeeded in saving millions of 
dinars worth of imported food 
supplies by adopting a set of 
regulations and introducing mea- 
sures designed to stimulate the 
agricultural sector in Jordan, 
according to Ghazi Abu Hassan, 
the company’s director-general. 

Over the past two years alone, 
the company was able to save $25 
million, reestablish stability in the 
local markets and reduce market- 
ing difficulties, Abu Hassan said 
in a statement published in A1 
Dustour daily Saturday. 

According to Abu Hassan, Jor- 
dan is now producing consider- 
able quantities of onions, garlic 
and apples which it used to im- 
port from Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. He said that the company's 
policies have helped Jordan to 
achieve 80 per cent sufficiency of 
onions and 50 per cent of garlic; 
and has succeeded in reducing by 
17,000 tonnes the Kingdom’s im- 


ports of apples annually. 

The production of apples and a 
newly-introduced programme for 
importing apples within limited 
periods of the year led to a 
decline in imports from 30,000 
tonnes to 13,000 tonnes, the com- 
pany director pointed out. 

Abu Hassan said that regrett- 
ably the company which handles 
the task of marketing Jordan’s 
agricultural products abroad has 
lost the Arab markets In Iraq, 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and tins 
Gulf countries, but has succeeded 
in opening new markets in 
Europe to which the national 
exports in 1986 reached 450 ton- 
nes, rising to 3000 tonnes in 1987 
and 6000 tonnes in 1988. 

Among the vegetables and 
fruits which Jordan exports to 
other countries are: Onions, cit- 
rus fruit, marrows, eggplants, 
pepper, tomatoes and beans, 
Abu Hassan pointed out. 

He said that the Jordanian far- 
mers and JAMPCO both face the 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


High prices trigger violence in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Over 50 people were arrested after violence 
sparked by high prices erupted at a rural market, the Algerian news 
agency APS reported Saturday. APS said shoppers went on the 
rampage last Sunday wrecking stalls, trampling produce, smashing 
utensils and damaging cars at the small fanning town of Afiou in 
the Jebel Amour mountains 300 kilometres south-west of Algiers. 
It was the first report of violence since food prices in Algeria 
doubled or even tripled in the last two weeks. Shoppers have 
boycotted meat and vegetable sellers in Algiers and other towns 
like Oran and Ted Ouzou. Consumer groups have threatened to 
stage a nationwide boycott. The agency said drought which has 
decimated livestock had forced prices up. It blamed higher prices 
combined with what it called tragic unemployment for the Afiou 
outburst. High food prices and shortages were among grievances 
voiced during bloody riots last October. 

Strike grounds Olympic Airways 

ATHENS (R) — Thousands of tourists travelling on Greece’s- 
Olympic Airways were stranded Saturday as the company's entire 
fleet was grounded by striking flight attendants. An Olympic 
Airways spokesman said all 160 domestic and international flights 
scheduled for the weekend were cancelled. The attendants, 
campaigning for extra pay for working on weekends and holidays, 
said they would follow their 48-bour strike ending Sunday at 
midnight by rolling stoppages next week. Ground crews of foreign 
airlines operating in Greece start a five-day strike Monday for 
higher pay. The strikes are expected to affect the holiday plans of 
thousands of people during Greek Orthodox Easter week starting 
Monday. 

EC grants $28m aid for refugees, poor 

BRUSSELS (R) — "nie European Community (EC) said Friday it 
was giving $28.4 million worth of food aid to help refugees and the 
poor around the world. The lion's share, aid worth 12.4 million 
European Currency Units ($13.9 million), will go to the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees to help 2.5 million refugees in 15 
countries, the EC Commission said in a statement. The rest will be 
shared by Kampuchean refugees in Thailand, the victims of 
conflicts in Africa and Latin America and the poor and those hit by 
natural disasters around the world. The commission said it had also 
decided to ship 10,000 tonnes of cereals as emergency food aid to 
Laos, where drought in the south of the country has cut the rice 
crop. 

Wage settlement ends Indian strike 

NEW DELHI (R) — A six-day dock strike that bad crippled 
India’s ports ended Saturday after the government agreed to give 
workers a 20 per cent pay rise. “I can positively say that by no later 
than Sunday night or Monday port operations will be completely 
back to normal," Surface Transport Minister Rajesh Pilot told 
reporters. S.R. Kulkarni, president of the All India Dock Workers 
Federation, said (he five unions in the federation agreed to settle 
for a wage and benefit increase of between 20 and 21 per cent. The 
unions, representing 300,000 workers, went on strike last Monday 
after rejecting a government offer of about 15 per cent. The 
government called in the navy and army to unload vital cargoes 
such as oil and raw materials for fertilisers. It also authorised ports 
to hire outside workers after the strike virtually halted exports. 
Union and government officials said a key point in the settlement* 
was the government's commitment to give port and dock workers 
wage parity with other public sector unions by the end of a new 
five-year agreement signed Saturday. 

Moroccans extend strike at oil refinery 

RABAT (R) — A strike by about 1,200 workers at Morocco’s 
largest oil refinery has been extended for another 72 hours, the 
Confederation Democratique Du Travail (CDT) labour union said 
Saturday. A spokesman said production at the oil refining section 
of the refinery was halted and 98 per cent of the workers had 
observed the strike ‘call. Workers were called out last Wednesday 


for 48 hours in support of a long list of benefits. The stoppage was 
extended because management refused to discuss their demands, 
the spokesman said. The state-owned refinery at Mohammedia has 
an annual processing capacity of 3.5 milli on tonnes of erode. 
Workers are de manding an across-the-board wage increase, higher 
housing and holiday bonuses, a reduction in the work week from 44 
to 40 hours, a 14th month’s pay a year, and other benefits. The 
management was not available for comment. 

Belgium raises five interest rates 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The central bank has raised interest on five 
lending rates, “a day after West Germany, the Netherlands, 
Denmark and Austria raised their key rates. The National Bank 
raised its discount and Lombard rates by 0.5 point each to S.75 and 
nine per cent respectively and lifted interest on one, two and 
three-month treasury bill rates by 0.1 point each to respective 
levels of eight, 8.2 and 8.3 per cent The three-month rate is 
considered Belgium's key interest rate. The new discount rate 
takes effect Monday. The other rates took effect Friday. The 
central bank said the new rates were adopted following “changes in 
interest rates abroad.” Belgium usually follows changes in interest 
rates in West Germany, a key trading partner. Hie discount rate is 
the rate of interest used by banks to discount commercial paper at 
the central bank. The Lombard rate is the rate charged on 
advances to banks where government securities are used as 
collateral. 

Peruvian inti loses more value 

LIMA (AP) — The central bank devalued Peru’s currency 4J2 per 
cent Thursday, the thud devaluation this month and the sixth this 
year of the inflation-ravaged inti- The official-rate intr, used to pay 
exporters and to import basic foods and 'medicines, was devalued 
from 1,570 to the U.S. dollar to 1,640, according to a communique. 
The central bank described the devaluation as a small modification 
to insure the smooth functioning of the exchange-rate system. The 
devaluations this year, which have reduced the value of local 
currency a total of 70 per cent, have been aimed at boosting exports 
and reducing the amount the government spends to subsidise 
imports. Heavy government spending is considered a major cause 
of Peru’s inflation. Peru is battling one of the worst recessions in its 
history. The economy shrank nine per cent last year and inflation 
hit an all-time high of 1,722 per cent. The government has said that 
the devaluations will initially fuel inflation, but that it expects the 
inflation rate to decline as the economy stabilises. 

Norway’s oil, gas finds exceed output 

OSLO (AP) — Norway ended 1988 with higher estimated reserves 
of oil and natural gas, even though its North Sea platforms pumped 
10 per cent more erode than in 1987, reports have said. The 
Norwegian Petroleum Directorate (NPD) said reserve estimates 
for oil and natural gas liquids at new and existing fields increased 
by 478 million barrels, while 420 mini mi barrels were produced last 
year, reported national news agency NTB. A 52 billion cubic metre 
upward adjustment of natural gas reserves also exceeded the 28.4 
billion cubic metres exported in 1988. although no new gas fields 
were discovered, said the report. With the greter reserves, Norway 
can maintain current oil flows for 28 years and gas exports for 98 
years, said the NPD. 

U.S. exchanges widen scope of trading 

NEW YORK (AP) — Trading of options and futures on the 
international market index, which is based on stocks of 50 major 
foreign companies, will be offered starting May 12, die American 
Stock Exchange and the Coffee, Sugar and Cocoa Exchange Inc. 
have said. The exchanges said it would be the first time U.S. 
options and futures are available on a broad, international stock 
index. The index covers stocks that are traded in the United States, 
mainly in the form of American depositary receipts, on the New 
York Stock Exchange, Amex, and over-the-counter. The index is 
updated every 15 seconds. Included in it are companies from 
Japan, Hong Kong, Australia and seven European countries. 



CAR FOR SALE 

1986 Volvo GLT. Silver W/dark gray. Interior 4 door. Power 
steering, power brakes, power windows, power door locks, A/C, 
cassette stereo. 13,000 km. In great shape. 

Duty not paid. 

Asking JD 3,900. 

Tel: 819192 


CANCELLATION OF GATHERING 

The Consulate of Ireland regrets to announce the cancella- 
tion of the Irish gathering doe to take place at Mount Nebo, 
Madaba to honour 

H.E. Ambassador and Mrs, Mccabe 
On Sunday the 23rd of April 1989 at 16:30 hra. 



Amman Marriott hosts senior international division 
Marriott management and staff in first quality se minar 


The Marriott Hotel group, International 
Division has chosen the Amman Marriott 
Hotel to bold their first QnaKty Seminar for 
the International Division of the Marriott 
chain* 

All Vice Presidents in the Division and 
General Managers of each Marriott Hotel in 
the International Division have come to 
Amman from more than 10 countries in 
Europe, the Eastern Bloc and the Middle 
East representing all senior 
for Marriott International in attendance at 
the conference. 

The choke of the Amman Marriott Hotel 


as the site of this first important seminar of 
its kind in the Intematfonal Division was 
made to tmderime the importance of promot- 
ing Jordan and Amman as a touristic des- 
tination. 

“We at the Amman Marriott Hotel are 
committed to developing long term tourism 
in Jordan and I am pleased to announce this 
important conference as proof of our group 
International Division commitment to attain- 
ing this goal,*’ said Mr. Frank Keenan, 
General Manager of the Amman Marriott. 

Picture shows aH participants at the con- 
ference. 


following constraints and obsta- 
cles in their drive to market more 
products: 

The absence of an organised 
and regular maritime transport 
operation, difficulties in tram- 
; crops by land and a ban in 
on imports of Jordanian 
potatoes. However, he added 
that the company is now studying 
the prospect of purchasing one or 
two aircraft to transport crops to 
Europe and is in an advanced stage 
for an agreement with private 
owners of refrigerated trucks to 
help carry crops by land to neigh- 
bowing regions. 

In addition, the company has 
set np agricultural processing 
plants and owns others for pro- 
cessing tomato paste and fruit 
juice, both of which are in de- 
mand in Jordan and abroad. 

The company, which was 
established in 1984, now has a JD 
10 million capital- owned by the 
Treasury (70 per cent) the Social 
Security Depar tm ent (123 per 
cent) the Pension Fond (lS_5 per 
cent) and the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (five per cent), Abu 
Hassan said. 

When it was established, they 
company had set itself to work 7 
and achieve the following objec- 
tives: Develop internal and exter- 


nal] 
crops, 

cessing plants, operate ware- 
houses to store crops, conclude 
agreements with fanners to sell 
their crops here and abroad and 
contribute towards laying down 
sound production and marketing 
policies. 

Abu Hassan noted that the 
frost iu the past winter con-' 
siderabfy retted Jordan's agri- 
cultural exports to Europe winch 
remains a good source of income 
for Jordan’s foreign currency. He 
noted that the European Com- 
munity countries, Austria, 
Sweden, Finland and Denmark 
now import Jordan’s products. 

Referring to Jordan’s exports 
to Syria, Abo Hassan noted that 
Damascus is now in d e b ted by JD 
2 million to Jordan for agricultu- 



Ghazi Aba Hassan 


win 


ral exports bat JAMPCO 
continue to sdQ Syria some 
of products and to baiter 
types to proserve the Syrian mar- 
ked. ^ its Jordanian 

tomato paste out no other agri- 
cultural crops, because the coun- 
try enjoys seK*suffidency of most 
crops. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, April 22, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.5. dollar 
Pound 


B-7 S* 

542.0 
930.3 
293.4*’ 


53 
289.9 


Swiss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
DtHCb'guuder 
Swedish crown 
Trafian bra (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


329.3 333.0 
8S.7 86.4 
40&2 413.6 
257.8 259-8 
85.3 86.0 
39.6 39.9 
139.1 140.2 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at tire Amman Financial Market during the 

week starting Saturday, April IS, T19 and ending Wednesday April 19, 

29. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company 

Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Pkr 


of Arm 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

Banking and financial institutions 





Industrial Development Bank }. 

100 

163 

1.620 

1.630 

1.000 

PeiraBank 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Islamic Bank ..... 

6622 

13252 

2.010 

2.000 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

8909 

12636 

1.400 

1.410 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

40330 

51610 

1.280 

1.240 

1.000 

Housing Bank : 

. 302750, 

560171 

1.900 

1.890 

1.000 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

— 


. — 

— 

— 

5.000 

Bank of Jordan 

2732 

42078 

15.400 

15.150 

5.000 

Arab Bank 

2740 

404590 

150-500 

148 350 

10.000 

Jordan National Bank 

3946 

9578 

2.450 

2.470 

1.000 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

— 


— . 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

50 

103 

2300 

2.300 

1.000 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

. — 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Portfolio Securities - 

6822 

6008 

0.880 

0.880 

1.000 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Securities Corporation 




— 



— 

1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

— 


— 

— . 

— 

2.000 

Beit A1 Mai Saving & Investment forHousing .... 

900 

930 

1.000 

1.070 

1.000 

Insurance and refnsarancs 







Middle East Insurance 

350 

717 

2.000 

2.130 

1.000 

Jordan French Insurance 

— 






__ 

1.000 

REFCO Life Insurance 

1- 


' — 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Insurance 

14566 

43137 

2.680 

3.100 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

500 

540 

1.090 

1.080 

1.000 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

1200 

1512 

1300 

1.300 

2.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

— 


— 

— 

‘ — 

1.000 

Philadelphia Insurance 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Union International Insurance 

— 


— 





1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 


— 





1.000 

Jordan-Gu If Insurance 

— 


— 



_ 

1.000 

General Arabia Insurance 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Ahliya Insurance 

7780 • 

10388 

1.280 

1.340 

1.000 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 


— 

— 



1.000 

United Insurance 

. — 


— ■ 

— 

— 

1.000 

Services and industries 







General Investments 






1.000 

Inma for Investment and Financial Facilities 

— 


— 

_ 



1.000 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

- 77592 

57595 

0.720 

0.730 

1.000 

Real Estate Investment (Aqaroo) 

30924 

19457 

0.640 

0.640 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 

5850 

2101 

0.350 

0360 

1.000 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

— 


— 

— 


1.000 

Pfetra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

5000 

850 

0.670 

0.670 

1.000 

Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta'jceroo .... 

24200 

6810 

0.770 

0.790 

1.000 

International Contracting & Investment 

— 


— 

— 



1.00Q 

Jordanian Electric Power 

30941 

44926 

1.450 

1.460 

1.000 '■ 

Irbid District Electricity * 

— 


— 



1.000 

Arab International Hotels 

40275 

40308 

0.990 

1.010 

1.000 

Hotels and Tourism 

— 





1.000 

United Middle East and' Commodore Hotels 

9810 

4080 

0.440 

0.400 

I. ooo 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

— 


— 



1.000 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

60524 

67784 

1.070 ‘ 

1.100 

1.000 

Jordan Press Foundation 

— 


— 




1.000 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

— 


— 


_ 

1.000 

Dar A1 Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 

. 13500 

6615 

0.490 

0.490 

1.000 

Jordan Dairy 

11090 

10265 

0.940 

0.910 

i.000 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

19906 

61673 

3.030 

3.120 

1.000 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

. 176900 

313523 

1.740 

1.760 

1.000 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

14686 ' 

53552 

3.600 

3.640 

1.000 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Inraj) .. 

. 15124 

24307" 

1.600 

1.600 

1.000 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

3600 

16378 

4.600 

4350 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

25000 

23100 

0.910 

0.910 . 

1.000 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing 

.. — 


— 

— 


1.000 

Aladdin Industries 

950 

1763 

1.850 

1.860 

1.000 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

6727 

12779 

1.900 

1.880 

1.000 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

950 

4759 

5.400 

5.000 

1.000 

Jordan Ceramics 

6800 

13075 

1.920 

1.900 

1.000 

Chemical Industries 

8100 

J9421 

2.420 

2.370 

i.oob 

Jordan Tndustriesand Match (JIMCO) 

. 12013 

18052 

0.670 

0.660 

1.000 

Dar A! Dawa* for Development and Investment .. 

. 11380 

27915 

2350 

2.410 

1.000 

National Steel Industries 

19550 

56473 

2.870 

2.910 

1.000 

Universal Chemical Industries 

. 26870 

84425 

3.070 

3.130 

5.000 

Genera] Mining 

100 

210 

2.100 

2.100 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

. 11359 

91820 

8.000 

8.000 - 

1.000 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

.. 168900 

33470 

0.200 

0 200 

1.000 

National Industries 

— 


— 




' 1.000 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading - 

Arab Investmentiand International Trade 

” 55750 


306479 

0.520 

0350 ' . 

1.000 

1.000 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

.. 37503 

81061 

2.140 

2.140 

1,000 

Livestock and Poultry „ 

2055 

1459 

0.700 

0.710 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

.. 34194 

6499! 

1.760 

1.900 

1.000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

500 

955 

1.910 

1.910 

1.000 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

.. — 


— 

• — ■ 

' 

1.000- 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

72847 

‘65977 

0.960 

0.840 

• 1.000 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

— 


— 

- 


1.000 

Jordan Himeh Mineral x 

— 


— 



• ' 

-1.000 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

.. - 


— ' 

— i 

\ 

1.000 

Woolen Industries 

4K 


408 

0.900 

0.850 

1.000 

Jordan Tanning 

— 


— ■ 

• — 


5:060 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

.. — 


• — 

— 

__ 

r.000 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

.1289 

25321 

19.000 

19.750 

1.000 

Mas Industries 

„ • • — 


— 

- — 


I non 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals ... 

19252 

19322 

' 0.980 

1.000 

1 non 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing _.... 

. 49505 

90366 

• 1.790 

1.840 

1.000 . 

Jordan Spinning * Weaving 

. 52552 

58273 

1.090 

1.110 

i.000 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 

44027 

113654 

2.580 

2370 

1.000 

Jordan Gsment Factories - 

66303 

70348 

1.020 

’ 1.060 

1 non- 

Jordan Glass Industries 

1100 

1089 

1.000 

0.990 

1.000 

Jordan Precast Concrete Industry .................... 

. 35931 

24072 

0.660 

0.'670 

1.000 

Grand total 

2.223,282 

3,188,778 



•• 
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Jordanian basketball team 
to play in Abu Dhabi 


TheJwdaidBnAraiiicxInsfcdiMO 
team wfll be putk^ntiag in the 
Nadi A1 Wehdeb Ramadan 
Tournament fai Aba Dhbi from 
April 26th imffi May 4th 1989. 

The Arams team b larked by 
the Jordasian Community Clnb. 


Tbej wfi be one of 9 mtenkiteml 
teams participating In IUb 7-day 
ttwraameat. 

Araraex wflB be seeding 12 of h 
top players to partldpme. -The 
pbyors «H arrive in AbnDhabt 
on the 26th of ApriL 



American banned, 
Canadian reinstated 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 


Canadian player Randy Carlyle, 
who tested positive in a prelimin- 
ary dope test, has not taken any 
illegal drags and can continue to 
play for his team at the world 
hockey championships, the Inter- 
national Ice Hockey Federation 
said Saturday. 

It said Carlyle’s urine sample 
showed negative results in the 
addition “B” test conducted late 
Friday night. He tested positive 
in a preliminary “A" test” made 
after Wednesday’s game against 
West Germany, which Canada 
won 8-2.- 

“The HHF doping control 
office informs that the “B” test of 
Canadian defenceman Randy 
Carlyle proved negative and the 
player is eligible to continue the 
tournament,” said a brief state- 
ment. 

The final ruling means that 
Canada is assured of a berth in 
the four-team medal round, 
together with the Soviet Union, 
Czechoslovakia and Sweden, de- 
spite a 6-5 loss to the Swedes 
Friday. 

If Carlyle, who plays for the 
National Hockey League’s Win- 
nipeg Jets, had flunked the “B” 


dope test, Canada would have 
been stripped of the two points it 
won against the West Germans 
and would be in jeopardy of 
failing to -reach the playoffs. ' 

Team USA centre Corey Mil- 
ieu was barred from the cfaam- 
Friday and snspended 
18 months from international 
competition after he showed an 
abnormally high level of testos- 
terone in two tests. 

The IIHF ruling also erased the 
American team’s goals against 
Czechoslovakia and Canada. The 
matches wfll be recorded as 5-0 
and 8-0 losses instead of 5-4 and 
8 - 2 . 

MiDen, 24, a former University 
of Minnesota player, and U.S. 
team officials claim he has not 
taken any drags and said they 
wonld appeal the UHF ruling. 

The U.S. will {day together 
with West Germany, Poland and 
Finland in the relegation pool. 
The last-placed team drops in the 
B group world championships 
next year. 

Carlyle was scratched from the 
lineup before the game against 
Sweden Friday night after testing 
positive in the “A” test. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

OIMB TrtbMM Madia Sanfcaa. me. 


YOU BE THE JUDGE 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* J 10 6 
7 8 2 

0 A K 7 5 

* E J 63 

WEST EAST 

* AQ 4 *3 

7 J 9 6 5 4 7 Q 10 

0983 0QJ10 2 

* Q 2 * A 10 9 8 7 4 

SOUTH 

6 K 9 8 7 5 2 

7 A K73 
O €4 

* S 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

10 2 * 2 * Paw 

3 0 Paw 4 0 Paw 

Paw Paw 

Opening lead: Queen of * 

Take a good look at all four 
hands. Study the bidding and play 
and then decide whether any or 
none of the players is culpable of 
p wrongdoing. 

Four spades seems a normal 
enough contract to reach. West led 
the queen of his partner’s suit, cov- 
ered by the king and won bytheacc. 
East shifted to a trump, and West 
won the queen and ace, then led a 


thud round. Declarer had two toe- 
ing hearts to contend with, and only 
one high card in dummy on which to 
take a discard. Down one. 

The GrsLcharge must go to West 
for failing to contest the unction. 
When partner makes a two-level 
overcall, he usually has a six-card 
suit, or an excell e nt five-bagger. 
Therefore, Qx is adequate support 
and, with the ace-queen of spades 
behind the spade bidd er . West had 
more than enough to raise to three 
•dabs. 

The major blunder, however, is 
South’s. His contract is secure un- 
less the defenders can draw all dum- 
my’s tramps before he can ruff his 
heart loser. With West on lead, that 
is an impossible task for the defend- 
ers, so declarer should have ployed a 
tow dub from dummy at trick one! 

If West con ti nues with a dub, 
dedarer can ruff out the ace and 
raff two hearts on the taUe, using a 
diamond raff as an entry to the 
dosed hand. Even if East can over- 
ruff, dedarer loses only two trumps 
and a dub. Aid if East overtakes 
the queen of dubs with the ace to 
shift to a trump, he sets up two chib 
tricks on the board to take care of 
declarer’s heart losers. Simple, once 
yon think about it. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



i don't care about my cholesterol 
anymore! Stop stuffing me 
with oat branlir 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
_ by Hand Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unacnmbie these four Jumbles, 
on# letter to each square, to fbnn 
four onfnary words. 


OEI 

PLE I 



_n 



ADURF 

in 


But ftrw w» 
not to do sonw- 
ihtng tbout tWal 


kJ 



Efttllii 


IBlt 

■ 

H 




111 



W/HAT THE ATHLETES 
DID WHEN THEY 
FOUND THEMSELVES 
IN THE HAUNTED 
HOUSE. 


Now strange tfw dueled letters to 
tom tha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the abova cartoon. 


* f TT1I nTTT 

(Answers tomorrow} 

JurUac ttSR&g SHAKY DECADE LAWFUL 
Anawar: Man you pat a man on the back he often 
-and# tjpwtth thta— A SWELLED HEAD 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


De Castella withdraws from London marathon 

LONDON (R) — Commonwealth champion Rob De Castella, 
one of the favourites for Sunday’s London marathon, withdrew 
Saturday because of a tom knee tendon. De Castella, the 1983 
world champion, withdrew after be was told he could be out of 
action for up to three months if he aggravated the injury. ‘Tra 
really sad,” the Australian said. “I was in pretty good shape 
before the problem occurred. “I had no indication of any problem 
two weeks ago, the a, last Saturday, I felt some slight soreness 
during a ran. “I was having treatment and the injury was 
improving. But when I tested it on Thursday I knew there was a 
doubt.” 

Oakland A’s Canseco on gun charge 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Oakland athletics outfielder Jose 
Canseco was arrested Friday and booked on a firearms charge, 
the San Francisco sheriffs department said. Canseco, 24, was 
arrested after a passer-by noticed a gun on the floor of his 1989 
Red Jaguar, police said. A sheriffs spokesman said Canseco was 
booked on a charge of possessing a firearm in a prohibited area 
and released after posting $5,000 bail. The felony charge carries a 
maximum three-year prison term. Canseco, the American 
League’s most valuable player last season, hurriedly left the Hall 
of Justice without speaking to reporters. He has not played since 
suffering a wrist injmy last month. It was Canseco's third brush 
with- die law this year. 

Egypt outclass Ethiopia 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt crashed Ethiopia 6-1 Friday to reach the 
second round of the African Soccer Championship 6-2 on 
aggregate. The Egyptians were determined to avenge their first 
log defeat and were rewarded when Gamal Abdel-Hamid scored a 
hat-trick, all of them headers. He struck in the fifth and 12th 
minutes and early in the second half. Ahmed EI-Kass slotted 
home another Egyptian goal five mmnteft after the interval. The 
modest Ethiopians made a token reply when Mologita seized on 
the Egyptian's inability to dear from the penalty area. Hossam 
Hassan dodged two Ethiopian defenders and their goalkeeper to 
score easily in the 58th minute and completed the scoring 17 
minutes later. 

Davis wins easily but main rivals struggle 

SHEFFIELD, England (R) — Titleholder Steve Davis sailed 
confidently into the quarter-finals but two of Us mam rivals 
struggled in second round matches at the World Snooker 
Championship Friday. Davis, the fop seed, earned himself some 
"ofr oitt miderdog Steve Duggan, a 
fellow-Engiishman, 13-3 to render the scheduled evening session 
unnecessary. But second-seeded Jimmy White and John Parrott, 
the seventh seed, were being made to work harder than expected 
for the right to join Davis in the last eight. White was held to 8-8 
after two sessions by English compatriot John Virgo, while 
Parrott, rated a primary contender for the title despite Us seventh 
seeding, was 9-7 ahead of 1985 champion Dennis Taylor of 
Northern Ireland. 

Act of sportsmanship costs Virgo victory 

SHEFFIELD, England (R) — A fine act of sportsmanship by 
John Virgo almost certainly cost him the chance to upset 
fellow-Engtishman Jimmy White in the second round of the 
Worid Snooker championship Saturday. Virgo, 12-13 up and one 
frame away from victory, was set to dear up until he brushed a 
red with Us cue as he potted a black. Referee John Williams did 
not spot the foul but Vugo, without hesitation, walked back to his 
chair. “John would definitely have won the match from there,” 
White said. “Certain players call themselves for fools and John is 
one of them. He’s a great sport." 

Potier makes Nice double 

NICE, France (R) — Jerome Potier of France made his way into 
Us second successive Nice Open final, and only the second Grand 
Prix final of his 10-year professional career, with a 7-5, 6-4 win 
over Francesco Cancellotti of Italy Saturday. With swirling winds 
making it difficult for both players to judge thier shots, Potier 
took advantage of the Italian’s tentative service. It was the first 
time that Potier had won in straight sets in the tournament and he 
seemed nervous when he came in for the kill. Leading 5-2 in the 
second set he held a match point but could only return 
Cancellotti ’s serve into the net. The Italian went on to win the 
game and immediately broke Potter's service to 30. Bnt Cancel- 
lotti again had problems on Us next service game, giving away 
three more match points before Potier finally got into the net and 
put away an overhead winner. “I wasn’t serving very well today. 
The wind bothered me a lot,” Cancellotti said. “He was playing 
very wefl.” 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. APRIL 23, 1989 

RK horoscope 

- As Charted By Tim CarroB RigMar Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This can be a very pleasant day if 
your expectations an kept tw- 
anwhlfl mil fchra fMi ilwi fWrihV 
This is an A-phudsgrforooavasfr- 
Umi will fmphmiHwi tight BOCfcd 


(Mar. 21 to Apr. IS) 
Avoid ex tr eme s, and don't expect 
to be np eariy on this Ldd back day. 
Enjoy a so j on ra with nature and 
the greet outdoors. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} 
Rise and shine You are eager for 
adventure. If yon have something 
that must bs oo>m> todsy far tomor- 
row, do It early. 

GEMINI (Miqr 23 to Jane 
Hans should be put on hold i 
the finmnug b figured. Yon i 
be overly optimistic about 
flow. Let activities take their own 
course. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 

JnL 21} You are elated at your ent- 
rant status and that makes you fan 
to be with. There is a steady in' 
flumes bufldipg mir letoain 

LEO (JuLtf to Asg. 21) Con- 
fjriwnr* jg m today. Enthusiastic 
s nave you an the go. A 


can break the bank. You 
wifi need patience in dealing with 
others. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OeL 22} Plans 
are subject to change. Music and 
art ran play a major role today. 
SEira good news with someone of 
whom you are fond. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Not. 21) It 
may be hard to separate fact from 


fiction when yon do not have the 
whole story. Time spent atone can 
be 


ter best toft unanswered. 

. VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22} 


HTTARIUB (Nov. 22 to De& 
21} A qatitosl friend has some good 
advice. Routine chores can get done 
eas3y.lt may ba best to be a good 

lirfawr and withhold opinions. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 toJw. 20) 
Cooperation with others will pro- 
duce a satisfying day. Personal 

difficult. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. IS) 

A change of scenery can put some 
ginger m to a dnfl day. rind your 
own pleasure with mellow fnmds. 

Comp lete w hat yon start. 

PISCES (Peb. 20 to Mar. 20) Bade 
off from a commitment which goes 
against your spiritual nature. 
Avoid dinging to the past Do not 
overtook important details. 


Forest retains cup hopes 


LONDON (Agencies) — Nottingham Forest, a week 
ago involved in the fateful F.A. Cup tie in Sheffield, 
retained their dim hopes of catching English First 
Division pacemakers Arsenal and Liverpool by 
coining from behind to beat Middlesbrough 4-3 
Saturday. 


But third-placed Norwich, 
beaten by Evert on in their F.A. 
Cup semifinal last week, experi- 
enced another disappointing 
afternoon when they squandered 
a two-goal lead to draw 2-2 at 
home with Aston Villa. 

More than 500,000 fans from 
Brechin in Scotland to Plymouth 
in the English south-west, a dis- 
tance of 1,120 kilometres 
observed one minute’s silence be- 
fore the first full soccer program- 
me since the fateful F.A. Cup 
semifinal between Liverpool and 
Not tingham Forest. 

To allow the silent mark, of 
respect to those who died, games 
were delayed until 3.06 p.m., six 
minutes after scheduled kickoff 
time and the exact moment when 
last Saturday's semifinal was 
halted by the unfolding disaster at 
Sheffield. 

The day’s biggest crowd was at 
the one major stadium where no 
league soccer took place. 


Over 250,000 people, some 
having waited for over five hours, 
streamed into Liverpool’s 
Anfield Road ground to pay their 
respects to the Hillsborough vic- 
tims. Liverpool postponed its title 
showdown against Arsenal, sche- 
duled for Sunday, because it was 
too soon after the disaster. 

Forest’s win lifted them on to 
57 points, nine behind leaders 
Arsenal and six adrift of defend- 
ing champions Liverpool. The 
Arsenal-Liverpool top-of-the- 
table dash, due to have been 
played Sunday, has been post- 
poned. 

Norwich, whose bid for the 
championship has faltered in the 
past few weeks, have 58 points. 

Norwich looked certain to put 
an end to their dismal run when 
they scored twice inside a minute 
through Dean Coney and Andy 
Townsend early in the second 
half. 

But goals from fan Olney and 


Alan McInaDy, his 22nd of the 
season, gave Villa a share of the 
spoils. 

Forest fell a goal behind to 
Stuart Ripley after 21 minutes, 
but they were quickly level 
through England midfi eld er Neil 
Webb. 

They assumed complete con- 
trol once Lee Chapman had 
scored the first of his two goals 
shortly before halftime. Garry 
Parker was the other Forest 
marksman. 

Late goals by Berate Slaven 
and Peter Davenport were more 
than Middlesbrough deserved. 

A last-minute goal by Paul 
Walsh, his- second of the match, 
completed Tottenham’s Home 
League programme on a winning 
note when they beat Everton 2-1. 
Neil McDonald scored for the 
F.A. Cup finalis ts in the 83rd 
minute. 

Charlton, perennial relegation 
candidates, improved their 
chances of again escaping the 
(hop by beating Manchester Un- 
ited 1-0 with a seventh minute 
rid, and fellow 
West Ham sparked 
new life info their fast fading 
hopes of staying iu the First Divi- 
sion with a 3-0 drubbing of Mill- 
wall. 


The much needed win for the 
bottom dub, who scored all of 
their goals in a 25-minute spell in 
the first half, was only then- 
second at home in 18 league 
matches. 

But West Ham still have a 
mountain to climb. They are four 
points adrift of Newcastle and six 
below Luton, the two clubs im- 
mediately above them who drew 
0-0 at Newcastle. 

Chelsea made sure of returning 
to the First Division after just one 
season’s absence when they beat 
Leeds 1-0 at home, John Bum- 
stead scoring the all-important 
goal after 54 minutes. 

In Scotland, Glasgow Rangers 
moved a step nearer to clinching 
the Premier League title with a 
2-0 win at St. Mirren while closest 
pursuers Aberdeen lost 1-0 to 
Hearts. 

Rangers, for whom Ian Fergu- 
son scored after 40 minutes and 
Ally McCoist after 84, now need 
only three points from four games 
to be certain of regaining the title 
from Glasgow rivals Celtic, who 
came from behind to beat Dun- 
dee 2-1. 

Mike Galloway's 14th minute 
headed goal decided Hearts’ 
closely fought match with Aber- 
deen? 


Breland’s 
reach may 
give him 
advantage 

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(AP) — Reach could very well be 
the difference Saturday when 
Mark Breland begins defence of 
his recently regained WBA wel- 
terweight title in a 12-round bout 
against Rafael Pineda of Col- 
ombia. 

Breland will enjoy a 
tremendous size advantage 
against the undefeated Pineda, 
who is only 5-6, in this title 
defence that was hastily put 
together less than a mouth ago. 

The original bout was to pit 
Breland against Nemesis Marion 
Staffing, the only boxer to blem- 
ish Breland’s 23-1-1 record. 

However, Starting suffered a 
rotator cuff injury three weeks 
ago and was forced to withdraw 
from the bout originally sche- 
duled for. April 15. When a 
second title fight scheduled for 
this weekend at Trump Castle 
also was postponed because of an 
injmy, the Breland-Pmeda match 
was scheduled. 

“I don’t know that much about 
him,’’ Breland said Thursday. 
“He’s a typical Latin fighter. 
“There is a lot of body punching. 
He has a good right and throws a 
good hook.” 

Reach is what Breland will 
have, three inches to be precise, 
77-74. 

“It’s an advantage if you use it 
right,” Breland said. “I have to 
keep him back, keep him off 
me.” 

Pineda, 22, can be tough if he 
gets inside. The no. 1 rated con- 
tender is 20-0, and 19 of those 
victories have come by knockout 
The most recent was a fourth- 
round KO of Yogi Buchanan in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, on Feb. 4. 


McEnroe suffers windy loss 


TOKYO (R) — Defending cham- 
pion John McEnroe blamed “a 
joke” stadium for his 6-4, 6-3 
defeat by cool Swede Stefan 
Edberg in the semifinals of the 
$752,500 Japan Open tennis 
tournament Saturday. 

Ed berg’s win avenged his loss 
to McEnroe in last year’s final 
and earned him another shot at 
the trophy — this time against 
Ivan Lendl, who beat American 
Richard Matuszewski 6-2, 6-2. 

McEnroe said a gusting wind 
had made a mockery of his game. 
“Hopefully next year they will 
build an indoor stadium instead 


of playing in a (windy) situation 
like that. It is a joke,” said the 
third seed. 

The centre court at Ariake 
Colosseum stadium on reclaimed 
land in Tokyo Bay sometimes 
acts as a funnel to wind which 
whips off the surrounding sea. 

Edberg, .the second seed, fell 
quickly into bis crisp serve-and- 
volley game, breaking the Amer- 
ican’s serve in the seventh game 

In that game McEnroe had 
clawed back from three break 
points against him but his resist- 
ance crumbled when, after a long 
rally of groundstrokes cuffing and 


dipping in wind, the Swede 
touched a topspin lob over his 
head. McEnroe spun around to 
give chase, only to see the ball 
land just within his baseline. 

McEnroe avoided tantrums 
during' the match but his in- 
famous temper flared in the 
second set as he told linesmen not 
to call “fault” so loudly. 

“Are you guys having a 
screaming contest? he veiled. 

Edberg, ranked fifth in (he 
world, broke McEnroe in the fust 
and third games of set two. only 
to Jet the American break back iii 
the fourth. 


Detroit makes 20th home 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mark 
Aguirre and Irish Thomas each 
scored six points during a 14-4 
third-quarter spurt Friday as the 
Detroit Pistons defeated the Phi- 
ladelphia 76ers 100-91 for a club- 
record 20th straight home-court 
triumph. 

The Pistons’ fourth straight vie-, 
tory gave them a 36-4 home-court 
mark and raised their record, the 
best in the National Basketball 
Association, to 62-19/ 

The Pistons took control in the 
third quarter when they out- 
scored Phfladelpha 31-21 to torn 
a 45-40 halftime lead info a 76-61 
advantage entering the final 
period. 

Aguirre led the Pistons with 22 
points. Ron Anderson paced Phi- 
ladelphia with 18 points. 

Ricky Pierce scored 21 points, 
including 10 straight in the fourth 
period, as the Milwaukee Bucks 
defeated Charlotte 117-110 in the 
Hornets* home finale. 

A basket by Moses Malone and 
.two free throws apiece by Cliff 
Levingston and Reggie Theus 
boosted the Atlanta Hawks from 
a one-pout deficit in the final two 
minutes to a 92-89 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Roy Tarpley scored 33 points. 


including two free throws with 
eight seconds left, as the Dallas 
Mavericks kept their dim NBA 
playoff hopes alive with a 91-89 
victory over the Utah Jazz. 

Rookie Rick Smits scored 23 
points and Indiana outscored 
Boston 17-4 to open the final 
period as the Pacers defeated the 
Celtics 120-110. 

Scottie Pippen’s 3-point basket 
with 1:41 remaining broke a 108- 
108 deadlock and Michael Jordan 
recorded his 15tb triple-double of 
the season as the Chicago Bulls 
defeated the Washington Bullets 
115-113. 

Alex English’s 30 {joints led 
seven Denver players in double 
figures as the Nuggets ended a 
seven-game road losing streak 
with a 139-121 victory over the 


slumping Golden Slate Warriors. 

Magic Johnson scored 17 of his 
23 points in the second half as the 
Los Angeles Lakers beat Port- 
land 121-114 to clinch their eighth 
straight Pacific Divison title and 
the no. 1 playoff spot in ii-c 
Western Conference. 

Akeem Ola ju won l::»d re- 
bounds, eight blocker d-n- 
.scored eight os his • 

final four minutes a:. :::. - . 

'•Rockets beat the i‘hoen : *. v.r; 
112-101, clinching the r.<>. f- wc. 
in the Western Conference 
offs. 

With Xavier McDaniel hitting 
two baskets, the Seattle Super- 
sonics scored the first seven 
points in overtime and went on to 
defeat the Los Angeles Clippers 
129-136. 
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Furnished with separate entrance. Two bedrooms, big j 
living room, telephone installed and heating. 

For more information call 680600. 
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Chinese 
push for 
democracy 

PEKING (AP) — Up to 150,000 students and their 
supporters, waving fists and chanting “long live 
freedom,” demonstrated Saturday against the com- 
munist system as China’s leaders watched from 
behind a wall of soldiers. 


Facing more than 8,000 troops, 
students shouted, “down with 
dictatorship, down with corrup- 
tion’' while top members of the 
Communist Party hierarchy filed 
out of a funeral for ousted party 
chief Hu Yaobang. 

The protest in Tiananmen 
Square, the symbolic political cen- 
tre of China, was one of the most 
pointed against the communist 
system in the world's most popu- 
lous country. It also marked the 
culmination of a week-long com- 
memoration of Hu's death last 
Saturday. 

During 15 hours of demonstra- 
tions that featured no significant 
violence, the students waved col- 
oured pro-democracy banners 
and turned the plaza into a sea of 
red and white banners. 

The students chanted anti-gov- 
ernment slogans as China's lead- 
ers filed into a memorial service 
for Hu in the Great Hall. Hu, 
who died of a heart attack, was 
73. 

The turnout was one of the 
largest in China since the com- 
munist victory over the National- 
ists in 1949, and the biggest in 13 
years, when the death of premier 


Chon En-Lai sparked an outpour- 


ing of grief ana anger toward the 
leftist government and an end to 
the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution. 

But in contrast to the bloody, 
spontaneous 1976 protest, Satur- 
day's activities were well orga- 
nised and left few people injured. 

The government has rejected 
all the students' demands, includ- 
ing greater freedom of speech 
and press, more money for 
education, disclosure of the in- 
comes of top officials and reas- 
sessment of Hu’s historical rule. 

When the students ended their 
demonstration, they departed 
peacefully in groups that repre- 
sented about 30 universities in 
Peking and other cities. 

In Shanghai, about 1,500 peo- 
ple inarched through downtown, 
also to commemorate Hu's death. 
Earlier Saturday, about 2,000 stu- 
dents marched on the campus of 
East Normal University. 

In Peking, the traffic was stop- 
ped along Changan Boulevard, 
the capital's main avenue, and 
people climbed trees to get a 
better view of the procession. 

The students said they would 
go back to their campuses and 



Chinese students place wreaths and 
Square to honour Bn Yaobang 

boycott classes. t 

When the 4,000 officials t 

attending the ceremony started to c 
arrive Saturday morning, the stu- s 

dents let out a roar and waved 
their banners. f 

Some officials, protected by a p 

triple line of military troops, stop- s 

ped momentarily to listen. z 

During the ceremony, party s 

General Secretary Zhao Zryang p 

praised his predecessor, saying 
“as a Marxist, Hu Yaobang led a r 

glorious life.” 1 t 

Hu was forced to resign in l 

disgrace in January 1987 after t 


d gather in Peking’s Tiananmen 

being accused by party conserva- 
tives of being soft on student 
demonstrators and Western liber- 
al ideas. 

Zhao’s 10-minute speech, be- 
fore a large portrait of Hu drap- 
ped in black bunting, made no 
specific mention of Hu’s ouster 
and did not. as demanded by the 
students, attempt to reassess Ha's 
performance. 

Zhao said only that Hu was a 
man “brave enough to admit his 
mistakes and to insist upon what 
be thought was right. He never 
tried to bold back his opinions.'’ 


North jury completes first 
day of ‘serious’ deliberations 


WASHINGTON (R) — Oliver 
North's Iran-contra jury got 
down to business Friday by 
asking for pencils, paper, paperc- 
lips and many copies of the 
judge's legal instructions to aid 
their first day of deliberations. 

The nine-woman, three-man 
panel spent five-and-a-half hours 
deliberating North’s fate Friday 
and were set to continue with a 
half-day of deliberations 
Saturday. 

The charges stem from North’s 
role in the 1985-86 plan to sell arms 
to Iran in exchange for hostages 
and send the proceeds to the 
Nicaraguan contras at a time 
when this was outlawed by Con- 
gress. 

The 45-year-old ex-marine 
faces up to S3 million in fines and 
Ml years in prison if convicted on 
all 12 counts. 

Within hours of their first dis- 


cussions in the federal court jury 
room, the panel sent out notes 
asking for office supplies and 
extra copies of the 96-page legal 
instructions which are the last 
words a jury bears before being 
sequestered. 

Headed by a 34-year-old hos- 
pital secretary, the jury is ex- 
pected to sift through more than 
300 pieces of evidence and con- 
sider testimony from 4S witnes- 
ses, including North himself. 

The instructions issued by trial 
Judge Gerhard Gersell undercut 
two of North’s key contentions in 
the 12-week trial. 

The fired White House aide's 
attorneys had argued that North 
was a loyal marine following 
orders from the highest officials 
in the Reagan government, and 
asked that the jury be allowed to 
consider that authorisation when 
deriding North’s guilt or inno- 


cence. 

But Gesell said that authorisa- 
tion was an excuse, not a defence. 

“Neither the president nor any 
of the defendant’s superiors had 
the legal authority to order any- 
one to violate the law,” ilic judge 
said. 

Hie judge also discounted 
North’s claim that while he knew 
some of the things he did to carry 
out the Iran-contra plan were 
wrong, he never acted with cri- 
minal intent. 

Gesell said a finding of criminal 
intent was necessary for a convic- 
tion in only one of the charges 
against North — the charge that 
he shredded or altered govern- 
ment documents. 

North is also charged with 
shredding or altering documents, 
lying to Congress, obstructing a 
presidential investigation by 
Attorney General Edwin Meese, 



Oliver North 

illegally using traveller’s checks 
from an account earmarked for 
the contras, illegally using a tax- 
exempt organisation to get milit- 
ary supplies to the contras and 
illegally accepting a SI 4,000 
home sc *.ystera while a 
government employee. 


Ethnic strife can kill reform — Medvedev 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Krem- 
lin's ideology chief pledged Fri- 
day that Soviet republics will gain 
more autonomy under reforms 
expected this year and warned 
that ethnic strife can kill Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s res- 
tructuring effort. 

'Comments by Vadim A. Med- 
vedev at a meeting dedicated to 
the birthday of Soviet founder 
Vladimir I. Lenin came as the 
country struggles with the after- 
math of a bloody clash between 
protesters and soldiers in the 
Georgian capital Tbilisi that kil- 
led 3) people. 

Medvedev said, "the party is 
convinced the solution of the 
complicated problems of national 
relations is impossible outside 
perestroika, and perestroika can- 
not be implemented without the 
cooperation, mutual action and 


unity of Soviet peoples.” 

“It is important that one nation 
not be set against another.” he 
said in his nationally televised 
speech. “We firmly say 'yes’ to 
national sentiments and national 
pride, ‘no’ to national exclusivity 
and antagonism.” 

Soviet officials have promised a 
meeting of the policy-making 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee this year to take up ethnic 
issues that have caused tensions 
in the Caucasus republics, the 
Baltics and elsewhere. 

That meeting had been sche- 
duled for summer, but Med- 
vedev’s comments indicated they 
might be discussed at a meeting 
next week. 

Other top officials have con- 
firmed thar the Central Commit- 
tee will meet Tuesday, and Med- 


vedev told the gathering that the 
issue will come up at the next 
Central Committee meeting. 

The ruling Politburo, at a 
meeting Thursday, instructed the 
Georgian Communist Party Cen- 
tral Committee to investigate the 
April 9 dash, the TASS news 
agency reported Friday. 

Medvedev said the essence of 
the reform is “the harmonisation 
of the interests of all nations and 
peoples of the country on the 
principles of independence, re- 
sponsibility and mutual assist- 
ance.” 

“Great attention will be paid to 
the creation of real conditions for 
the full-blood economic, gov- 
ernmental-legal, and cultural 
functioning of the republics, to 
the strengthening of the status of 
autonomy, to the canying out of 


the rights of national minorities 
including the formation of nation- 
al regions, rural and village coun- 
cils, and the securing of rights and 
freedoms for Soviet citizens of all 
nationalities,” he said. 

A government commission is 
investigating charges that the sol- 
diers used shovels, truncheons, 
tear gas and a still-unidentified 
chemical substance on the Geor- 
gian demonstrators. 

Activists have said that several 
people died from chemical 
poisoning, but Moscow officials 
have not confirmed that. 

A member of the Georgian 
Health Minisfry Commission that 
has been examining victims of the 
clash said in an interview on 
national television Friday that the 
panel believes unanimously that 
two chemical substances were 
used. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bush opts for missile mix 

WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush, opting for 
compromise in his First major defence policy move, has decided to 
redeploy existing MX missiles on trains to improve their chances 
of evading attack as well as to develop a mobile Midge tman 
missile. Administration sources said Bush was expected to 
announce the decision formally by Monday when new Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney is to submit to Congress his budget plan 
for the next fiscal year. U.S. officials and members of Congress 
have debated for a decade whether to make MX missiles 
moveable so they could evade Soviet atracks in a nuclear war, or 
switch instead to the mobile Midge tman. Concerns about the size 
of the federal deficit have been a major factor in the debate. In 
committing himself to the two programmes. Bush is acting against 
the advice of his defence secretary, who had recommended 
scrapping the Midgetman plan to pare back the defence budget. 

Lucille Ball doing well after surgery 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rowers, phone calls and telephone 
facsimiles Hooded Cedars-Sinaia medical centre on Friday, as they 
have since Lucille Ball received a transplanted piece of critical 
heart artery during emergency surgery Tuesday night. The 
77-year-old redhead, whose reign as queen of American comedy 
continues in reruns of the “I Love Lucy Show,” continued to 
hnunce buck quickly, hospital spokesman Ron Wise said. “She's 
going to be uncomfortable for a few days, but she's making 
significant progress.” Wise said, adding that a “tidal wave” of 
greeting cards had arrived. 

Brazil floods leave thousands homeless 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Heavy rains and floods have left 
46,000 people homeless in Ceara state in northeastern Brazil, civil 
defence authorities said Friday. The Jaguaribe river, one of 


Ceara's main rivers, overflowed its banks and left 2 metres of 
water in fields and nine municipalities, civil defence worker 
Socorro Martins said. “The crops are lost and there are serious 
outbreaks of pneumonia, fever and diarrhoea,” Martins said by 
telephone from Fortaleza, the Ceara state capital 2,732 
kilometres northeast of Rio de Janeiro. The homeless, mostly 
poor rural workers, were being put up in schools, government 
buddings and canvas tents, she said. 

Indian state assembly dissolved 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The government of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi s Congress Party Friday dissolved the legislative assembly 
in opposition-ruled Karnataka state, news reports said. Federal 
Home Minister Buta Singh said in parliament the assembly was 
dissolved after the Janata Dal Party lost its majority, the reports 
said. The state, in southern India, has been brought under federal 
rule. Under the law. a new state assembly must be elected within 
a year. The Press Trust of India news agency said Singh's 
announcement was made amid protests from opposition mem- 
bers. Hie Janata Dal Party, headed by former Defence Minister 
V.P. Singh, held 111 of the 222 seats in the house. 

Exxon dumps into lake 

NEW ORLEANS (R) — An Exxon barge ruptured in an 
ecologically-sensitive river basin in the southern United States 
Friday, dumping more than 1,136,000 litres of oily waste into a 
lake, state officials said. The barge was being unloaded when it 
buckled in the middle and ruptured, an Exxon spokesman said. “I 
think we feel the danger, if any, is very remote because the 
hydrocarbon content of the stream is very small, probably less 
than one per cent.” Exxon spokesman Bryan Brabston said. He 
said the waste was 90 per cent water, three per cent oil and seven 
per cent alcohol and other water-soluble chemicals such as 
methanol. 


Bonn campaigns for early talks 
on short-range missile cuts 


BONN (AP) — The West Ger- 
man government will press the 
United States to agree to early 
superpower talks on the reduc- 
tion of short-range nuclear mis- 
siles, officials said Friday. 

Government officials, speaking 
on condition of strict anonymity, 
said that Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher and Defence 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg 
would urge Washington to end its 
opposition to early talks with the 
Soviet Union on the missiles 
issue. 

The decision came out of talks 
between leaders of the govern- 
ment’s ruling coalition parties 
which forged a common policy on 
the missiles debate, sources said. 

Genscher and Stoltenberg are 
scheduled to fly to Washington 
Monday for talks with U.S. offi- 


cials. 

West Germany has resisted- 
strong U.S. and British calls to 
upgrade die current aging genera- 
tion of short-range nuclear mis- 
siles. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl wants - 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) to postpone a- 
deciaon on the missiles anti/ after 
West Germany's national elec- 
tion in December 1990. 

Kohl's party has lost heavily in 
recent state elections and a deri- 
sion to replace the ageing missiles 
with new weapons would be un- 
popular with voters m West Ger- 
many, where the current missiles 
are deployed 

Genscher has repeatedly called 
for early talks with the Warsaw 
pact to reduce the number of 
short-range missiles. 


The United States and Great 
Britain are sfrongjy opposed to 
early talks, contending that War- 
saw Pact superiority m. conven- 
tional weapons requires a West- 
ern nuclear deterrent of short- 
range weapons. 

A two-day meeting of NATO 
defence minis ters that ended 
Thursday in Brussels sidestepped 
the issue. 

Government sources said that 
during the coalition talks, leaders 
of Bavaria’s conservative Christ- 
ian Social Union Party agreed to 
drop their long-standing opposi- 
tion to early talks on short-range 
missiles. 

The position paper also reiter- 
ates Kohl's view that a West 
German decision, on deployment 
of the modernised weapons is not 
necessary until 1991 or 1992. 



Philippine rebels claim 
killing of U.S. colonel 


MANILA (R) — Communist re- 
bels, accusing Washington of in- 
terfering in the Philippines' long- 
running insurgency war, claimed 
responsibility Saturday for the 
killing of a U.S. army colonel in 
Manila. 

The communist New People’s 
Army (NPA) said in a statement 
its guerrillas ambushed and shot 
Colonel James Rowe, a 51-year- 
old U.S. counter-insurgency. ex- 
pert and Vietnam war veteran, 
because be was directly involved 
in the fight agains t them. 

It was the first time the NPA 
had hit a serving U.S. officer in 
the Philippines, one of Washing- 


ton's closest allies and host to the 
giant U.S. Clark and Subic Bay 
military bases. 

His killing appeared to signal a 
new offensive by the NPA against 
U.S. military targets as part of a 
campaign to get the American 
bases out of the Philippines. 

Hie NPA also bombed a U.S. 
communications centre near 
Baguio in the northern Philip- 
pines this month and planted 
landmines near the Clark Base. 
Neither incident caused any 
casualties. 

“The death of Colonel Rowe 
signifies the firm commitment of 
the revolutionary forces to con- 


tinue military actions against 
U.S. personnel,” said the state- 
ment, which was signed by the 
NPA’s Romuk) Kintanar. 

It said the presence of U.S. 
military bases in ' the country was 
a symbol of American arrogance 
and that the U.S. -supported 
Aquino administration must take 
the blame for Rowe's murder. 

Rowe was shot dead by hooded 
gunmen Friday morning outside 
the joint U.S. military advisers 
group headquarters where he 
worked. 

He helped the Philippine milit- 
ary with counter-insurgency tech- 
niques. 


Walesa lauds Gorbachev reforms 


ROME (R) — Lech Walesa 
Saturday praised Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's reforms 
and said Poland's transformation 
depended on their success. 

"We wish Mr. Gorbachev and his 
reforms well because these re- 
forms are necessary,” the Soli- 
darity leader told a news confer- 
ence ending a four-day visit to 
Rome and the Vatican. 

“We don't want to do anything 
that would upset perestroika and 
glasnost,” Walesa said, referring 
to Gorbachev's policy of restruc- 
turing and openness. 

Walesa, who was given a hero's 
welcome and whose schedule be- 
fitted a head of state, said the 
outcome of Gorbachev’s reforms 


would inevitably affect change in 
Poland. 

“Every country depends on 
each other, in good ana in bad,” 
he said. “The Soviet Union is a 
superpower and whatever hap- 
pens there influences Europe and 
the world. 

“That is why we all watch 
whatever happens in that coun- 
try, sometimes with concern, 
sometimes with happiness. We 
want the (Soviet) reforms to suc- 
ceed because we are making re- 
forms too.” 

Walesa's visit to Italy was his 
first abroad since an agreement 
between government and opposi- 
tion April 5 paved the way for 
liberalisation in Poland and the 


legalisation of the Solidarity inde- 
pendent trade union. 

Walesa has used the trip to 
drum up Western support and 
investment for the new Poland. 
He told bankers and businessmen 
Friday they could find big profits 
because Poland needed “every- 
thing from spoons to satellites.” 

Poland now needed support 
from the rest of Europe more 
than at any time since World War 
JI, he said. 

“The responsibility for our suc- 
cess or failure will also be yours. 
We are not an island,” he said. 
“We are coming ont of hiding ... 
we invite everyone to come to 
Poland to help us succeed.” 


Sisters’ rich 
dream turns true 

CHICAGO (AP) — Two asters 
who kidded each other about 
getting rich were revealed Tues- 
day as the wealthy holders of one 
of four winning tickets from a 
worid-record $69.9 million lotto 
jackpot. Linda and Barbara Lam- 
bert will share almost $17 J mil- 
lion. They -join two family clans 
announced as winners of two 
other tickets Monday, Illinois 
state lottery officials' said. The 
identity of the fourth winner has 
not been revealed. At a news 
conference, the Lamberts de- 
scribed their feelings when the 
lottery numbers were drawn 
Saturday night. “She called me 
and said, ’we won,”' Linda said. 
“By the third time she said it, 1 
knew she wasn't kidding.” Linda 
Lambert. 39, is a high school 
biology teacher and lives in 
Forest Lake, northwest of Chica- 
go. Her sister, who would say 
only chat she was the older of the 
two, lives iu Chicago and is a 
solid-waste programme manager 
for the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. Linda Lam- 
bert said she and her sister played 
the lottery regularly and once 
joked abont opening a business 
“slinging pizzas” if they ever 
won. She said she plans to use her 
share of the money to write chil- 
dren’s books, but has no immedi- 
ate plans to quit her job. 
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TAKE THE COUNT 
By Gayle Dean 


. 1 Plexus or 

It Put ot| the . 
payroll 

86 Famly drde 
member 

91 Dredge 
82 Speaks 

8 Subject that 

37 Domain 

88 Grants 

hwiMkiyly 
93 Boaveriah? 

counts? 

38 Long-nnwtag 

68 Cryptographer's 

10 Crystal-fined 

TV show 

concern 

94 Wine grape 

rack 

44 Show by 

70 Tune 

95 -Barber of 

15 Orwafl title 

evidence 

71 Vena dk. 

SevfBe- name 

word 

45 Landed estate 

74 Spams 

98 Bataaafogy 

19 Peace goddess 

47 Win 

76 Confusing 

need 

20 Inter — 

48 Bus. org. 

activity 

99 Courage 

21 “Easy — " 

48 Tempt 

79 Amusing 

100 Draft letters 

22 tatflan 

SO PurpBati flower 
61 Maltai broad 

activity 

103 Asgard 

23 Act ta a 

80 Dims the 

denizen 

supporting rota 

S3 SMMegh 

Impression 

104 Priority idea 

26 Landlord's 

64 Bated 

11 Provide 

100 Champapio cap 

due 

57 Glove 

82 Cmde metals 

110 Cotamn channel 

27 Turf 

material 

83 Amta 

111 “Die* — - 

28 Asfaan - 

29 Narrative 

58 Pipe total 

59 Bismarck 

84 Expressions of 
surprise 

112 The end 

113 Problems 

posm 

80 Vocal equtae 

85 On edge 

114 Woodland 

30 Kalahari 

61 Left In the 

88 Ham on a 

goat-man 

deception 

lurch 

microscope 

115 Cartography 

32 Animated 

82 Comm Iteration 

87 Samuel's 

Rams 

34 Gam 

83 More genial 

weapon 

116 Out ol practice 

DOWN 
1 Tastes 

33 Mombig 

62 Victim 

85 Stingy 

2 Column pflnth 

reception 

63 Standard 

86 Order to 

3 “You can — to 

34 Haro of a whale 

64 March date 

appear 

water 

of a tala 

65 Have a spat 

88 GratK ode 

4 Some 

35 Father of 

86 tafltad Hah 

88 Turtwtant 

5 Breaths 

Methuselah 

stock 

90 Mora plump 

6 Twin crystal 

36 Asylum 

67 Emerson name 

91 Clamors 

7 HeaAng plant 

37 Leave 

68 Benefit 

94 Leaves 

8 Stannum 

88 Crabby one 

98 Treasra* locker 

95 Converging 

B -Mary — a_“ 

40 Uke oxen 

70 No Ha, — or 

potato 


10 Complained 

11 Phantoms 

12 Vegas numbers 

13 Neighbor of Md. 

14 Recluses 

15 Polecsl 
IILxW 

17 H’s s o met i m es 
square 

18 Apportion 
24 Root part 

26 Smaller number 
31 Qian’s land 


41 Waterway 

42 Baa Arthur rate 

43 Imp lam 

45 Cool In taste 

46 Staging voice 

50 Riga people 

51 Unclothed 

52 Asseverate 

83 E xc l us ive group 

53 NuOHIes 
58 Show host 
57 P eninsula 

81 Electric currant 


72 Soft kid 

73 Ruhr dty 

75 Sign of sorrow 
78 Christopher of 
“Supennan- 

77 Tube or pesos 

78 Logrolling 
com sat 

80 Extibltlonista 
84 At s distance 


Diagramless i< 

ACROSS 
1 Braid 
5 Portnoy's 
creator 
8 RovtM 

10 Wight or Capri 

11 Put away for 
(star 

12 Try 

13 - Men 

1* Telephone word 
18 Sp. lady: ato&r. 

20 Catnap 

21 E.T. e*. 


DOWN 

1 Jail 

2 At aaa 

3 Finally 

4 Big target 
8 Altana to 

7 Have the nerve 
to 

8 Singer Burt 

9 One havng a 
wHI 


to X I*. By Roger Cohere 


22 Puccini opera 

24 Fundamentals 

28 Fed. agt. 

29 Uke - of 
bricks 

30 "Thereby hangs 
a — " 

si Cun 

32 Go on and on 

83 Step —I 

34 FBI up 

35 Salespeople 
briefly 


14 Tarboosh and 
akknmer 

15 SL -'8 fbe 

16 Ananias 

17 Period of 
fasting 

19 RnambHng 
stars 

23 Paints over 

25 Scourge 


36. Leaves port 
38 Kippered 

42 Combo . 

43 Subonflnate 

44 Woodwind 

45 Rush order 
Initials 

49 Harvest 

50 Actor Ray 

51 Swear by 

52 John. Jean or 
Walter 

53 Coral ridges 


28 Desk Item 
27 Matched 
coflectlonB 
30 Fur 

37 toy ceH posts 

38 Discharge 

39 Put to work 

40 Bouquet 

41 Immoral 

42 Type of school 


96 Revered one 

97 Colleen 

98 Wins word 
98 Ctoeh 

101 Officer: 
abbr. 

102 Sojourn 

105 Dockworiwra' 
flp. 

106 Pronoun 

107 A Gershwin 

108 Haw. treking 
P« 


55 Great bargain 

56 Psyched up 

59 Pouch 

60 — Haute 

81 . vtdL vfer 

02 Gmcto weapon 
54 School dmt the 
Thames 
08 *1 smell 

66 Ding — 

67 Hoarfrost 

68 Takes forty 
winks 


45 Comic Johnson 
46. Clairvoyant 

47 WhagUke 

48 Emto or Gamer 
54 Typo o! 

Lave 

66 Asserts 

67 Tvn down 
88 Privy to 

63 Lighting device 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Anyone knows that free whiskey makes many a meek man frisky. 
Neat! 

2. Impromptu summer oigbi rhapsody: Coyotes howl and owls boot 
while Insects hum along. 

3. Grinning kid wauled to know whether meakers grew on shoe trees. 

4. This old bouse coaid collapse under new prime mortgage weight. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

l-OXR OVCVAXSVC BZXSIE MWVK BIFVLJXWR 
KZB ZFXBB KJVW JV CZEMVC JXB AVBBVS 
*W LJ V GISXHV GEVHXWHL. -ByContou MJHer 

2. BOX XPL8T) R N ZB HA PLANET HE WULWYXZ 
FXWFNZX UB’Z U F. ALFUB. DOM TA X Z BOX 
haixlerxcbfydfmz orix B a ta box 

ZFRX BOUEH? -Lea Skerry 

3. BUBO NO H P Z X T M w A N O V, HXX 

HMWHAHVEM CEO R BAM HAB HUNT NO 
RCBNA HUZPHRNZO. -By Conic RosealeM 

4. ECHSBCN BYGINSECT NXMOVXN THE LEU 
UBBNRBT ABLB VOHX BCKMA.BK ASNX 

' VGTNSHER IMABLT. -By Ed Huddle** 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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